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Changes afoot
The Michigan Department of Education is in the process of revising its social studies standards, which cover subjects such as history, civics and geography, for K-12 education.
The standards are used to inform teachers and shape curriculum in Michigan's classrooms.
But the proposed standards are now facing a backlash in response to changes pushed for by state Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, and other conservative advocates he invited to participate in a focus group that reviewed the proposed standards.
Here's a look at some of the changes to the standards that have drawn the most controversy:
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Global Climate Change - Investigate the
impact of global climate change and
describe the significance for
human/environment relationships.

Globalization - Investigate the
significance of globalization and describe
its impact on infernational economic and
political relationships.

Migration - Investigate issues arising from
intemational movement of people and
the economic, political, and cultural
consequences.

Human-Environmental Interactions -
Investigate how policies from the past
and their implemantation have had
positive o negative consequences for the
environment in the future.

GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS; ACQUIRING,
ORGANIZING, AND ANALYZING
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION; AND
ANSWERING GEOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS)
and, WHEN PRACTICAL, develop a plan
for action {H-43-G1-2:4-See-P3-and-P4}.
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Climate change
Changes made to the proposed standards included eliminating the reference of climate change in a portion of the standards pertaining to sixth-grade geography.
Climate change was retained in a section of the standards detailing possible examples to teach students investigating a contemporary issue.
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(e.g.. thoughtful and effective
participation in the school decisions,
respect for the rights of others, respect for
rule of law, voting, volunteering,
compassion, courage, honesty).
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Core democratic values
The proposed standards strike the term "core democratic values," and instead use the term "core values" throughout the document. 
Colbeck pushed for the change, arguing that the U.S. system of government is a "republic," not a democracy. 
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Civil Rights Expanded - Evaluate the
major accomplishments and setbacks in
civil rights and iberties for American
minorities over the 20th century including
American Indians, Latinos/Latinas, new
immigrants, people with disabiifies, and
gays and lesbians. (National Geography
Standard 10, p. 203)

CIVILRIGHTS EXPANDED - Evaluate fhe’
major accomplishments and setbacks in
civilrights and liberties for American
minorities over the 20th Century, including
A Lot e
Imiganis pespiewith dsaniities ane
Gy anclesbanstationa Goograpy
Standarc10,p-2031-AND HOW THE
EXPANSION OF RIGHTS FOR SOME GROUPS
CAN BE VIEWED AS AN INFRINGEMENT OF
RELIGIOUS-RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF
OTHERS.





Civil rights
One section of the standards detailing civil rights in the post-World War II era eliminates American Indians, Latinos, new immigrants, people with disabilities, and gays and lesbians as examples of minority groups that have experienced gains and setbacks in civil rights and liberties.
Language was added to the section detailing how the expansion of rights for some groups "can be viewed as an infringement of religious rights and freedoms of others." 
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Domestic Conflicts and Tensions - Using
core democratic values, analyze and
evaluate the competing perspectives
and confroversies among Americans
generated by US. Supreme Court
decisions [e.g.. Roe v Wade, Gideon,
Miranda, Tinker, Hazelwood), the
Vietnam War (anti-war and counter-
cultural movements), environmental
movement, women's rights movenent,
and the constitutional crisis generated
by the Watergate scandal. (National
Geography Standard 16, p. 216)

'DOMESTIC CONFLICTS AND TENSIONS —
Usingcere-cemosratic values-Analyze and
evaluate the competing perspectives and
confroversies among Americans generated
by United States Supreme Court decisions
Hezehuoad, the Vietnam War (anfi-war
and counter-cultural movements), the
environmental movement, the women's
ights movement, and the constitutional
crisis generated by the Watergate
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Roe v. Wade
A section of the standards pertaining to domestic policies in post-World War II America strikes a reference to several historic U.S. Supreme Court rulings, include Roe v. Wade, which legalized abortion.
[image: image5.jpg]Desciibe what can happen in fhe
absence or breakdown of the rule of law
(e.g., Ku Kiux Kian attacks, police
conuption, organized crime, interfering
with the right to vote, and perjury). (See
USHG 8.3.5)





Ku Klux Klan
The standards scale back the number of times the Ku Klux Klan is mentioned from twice to once. It was eliminated as an example in a section of the standards where teachers were urged to teach students about what can happen in the breakdown of the rule of law. 
Other examples that were also included in the deleted section included police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury.
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NAACP
References to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was cut in at least two instances -- once in a section covering the progressive era and and another time in a section covering civil rights in post-World War II America.
A reference to the group -- and its legal battles against segregation -- was added to a section covering America's growth in the 1920s.
Conflicting opinions
At least one of the 14 subject-matter experts who sat on the  Michigan Department of Education committee that wrote and reviewed the standards said she no longer supports the standards because of the changes.
Carol Bacak-Egbo, a special lecturer at Oakland University who specializes in elementary and middle school social studies education, said she would not recommend that the State Board of Education adopt the standards. 
"We lost things near and dear to teachers that they had worked very hard to incorporate," she said, pointing specifically to the elimination of the term "core democratic values." "That had become an important phrase in Michigan, and it meant something to kids and teachers." 
Rebecca Baker-Bush,  a social studies consultant at Ottawa Area ISD, said the standards aren't perfect, but that overall she's pleased with the final draft.
She said she and her colleagues worked for a long-period of time developing a set of standards that maintain a strong level of rigor and satisfy concerns over politically biased language.
Educators can still teach climate change and discuss the KKK or NAACP even if those terms were eliminated or scaled back, she said. 
Public comment
The proposed standards remain open for public comment until June 30. Comments can be submitted online by clicking here. 
There's also four listen and learn sessions scheduled this month in Flint, Saginaw, Waterford, Sault Ste. Marie. Information about the sessions can be found here.
The eight-member State Board of Education, divided evenly between Democrats and Republicans, has final say over whether the standards are adopted. The board's next meeting takes place in August in Lansing.
Board co-president Casandra Ulbrich, D-Rochester Hills, said she would not vote in support of the standards in their current form.
The board's other co-president, Richard Zeile, R-Dearborn, could not be reached for comment.
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