CHARLOTTE HIGH SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Government

MR. MORAN

“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, it expects what never was and will never be.”

--Thomas Jefferson

The United States Government course is intended to provide the student with a working knowledge of American Government and politics, which is important if students are to meet their responsibilities as citizens and as participants in our democracy. Both the students and their community will be better served if they are well informed and can think clearly and objectively about societal and political questions. This course is designed to function as a means to that end.

1. Respect for fellow students and teacher. As a high school student, you are expected to conduct yourself as a young mature adult. You are expected to demonstrate respect for others in the class, even when disagreeing with their ideas and/or opinions. Nothing disruptive to the educational environment will be tolerated.

2. Respect the facilities in the classroom. Students who litter, write on desks, walls, etc., will be required to come in on their own time and clean it or face other disciplinary consequences such as detention/Saturday school. Whichever is appropriate.
3. Students must come prepared for class. Being on time for class and regular attendance is necessary for academic success and preparation. This also includes bringing at a minimum the following: paper, notebook, writing utensil, student ID badge and all assignments/class materials.

1) Students who do not come prepared for class risk losing levels in the civic engagement standard.
             2) Students may use pen or pencil as long as it writes dark and is not in red or pink.

             3) Students will be evaluated on preparation for class from time-to-time without notice.

             4) Students will be expected to keep a separate notebook for this class containing all assignments,  
                  notes, quizzes, projects, and other class materials following the notebook table of contents/guidelines.
             5) The student’s notebook will be collected at the end of each nine-week period.
     The notebook is the student’s portfolio and final demonstration of learning and is turned in the last day  
     of each term and is held to correct mistakes in the grading process.
             6) See notebook guideline handout for further specifics on notebook requirements.

             7) The students’ semester vocabulary standard and Citizenship and Civic Engagement standard will 

                  be collected the week before finals week, so that the student can be focused on their final exam.


    Semester Vocabulary is collected on Wednesday and the Citizenship and Civic Engagement on Friday.

4. Students are expected to pursue quality work on all assignments, quizzes, projects and tests. These items must be labeled with the student’s name, block, course and the title of the assignment or it will receive a zero. Students can expect daily reading and/or written assignments. Students who fail to follow assignment directions (written and oral) will receive reduction in level(s) in the civic engagement standard.
5. Course Standards and Benchmarks The Social Studies curriculum at Charlotte High School is aligned with the Michigan Merit Curriculum Grade Level Content Expectations.  By taking and passing this class, these standards and benchmarks will be addressed and studied.  These standards are also what you will be assessed on, and looked at to determine your progress throughout the semester. 
6. Grading.  At CHS, the Social Studies Department has a common grading scale.  In all Social Studies courses, students’ grades will be determined by their performance on assignments that lead up to a demonstration of the learning target, assignments/activities that demonstrate the learning target, and on their level of responsibility when it comes to completing required classroom tasks. By dividing the grade into these three categories, the department ensures that students are graded on their demonstration of knowledge, and that all parties involved, including students, parents, and teachers, can clearly see what students know as well as how well they are upholding their classroom responsibilities.
4-point Grading Scale The following is a generic 4-point grading scale.  Although there will be more specifics for each learning standard, this is generally how each learning standard will be assessed. (See specific scales posted on my weebly)
	4
	Student demonstrated knowledge, inferences and/or applications above and beyond the required learning target.

	3.5
	The Student demonstrated knowledge, inferences and/or applications of required learning target with first best instructional practices.

	3
	No major errors or gaps in the following TARGETED, COMPLEX ideas and processes; Students demonstrate knowledge of all of the standards for learning targets

	2-2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding the SIMPLER details and processes BUT major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes

	1-1.5
	With HELP, a partial knowledge of some of the simpler and complex details and processes

	0-0.5
	Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated


To Attain a 4 on the grading scale the student will be required to do the following every nine weeks.
The student completes six hours of civic involvement service according to the civic involvement guidelines and documents it on the civic involvement form.
In order to earn credit for this course, students must demonstrate knowledge of all standards. If, at the end of a grading period, a student has not demonstrated at least level 1 knowledge of all standards and level 2 knowledge of power standards, the overall grade will be adjusted to an incomplete or an E, depending upon the course policy. In order to earn credit for this course, students must demonstrate knowledge of all standards. In order for a student to receive credit for the class they must attain at least a C- overall or they must remediate standards to receive a C- overall  or repeat the course.

7. Retakes/revisions Students will be able to make a standard presentation before or after school (see course description for appointments) to demonstrate that they have achieved proficiency to advance to the next level. If a student is going to demonstrate proficiency they must show that they have a deep understanding of the learning target by analyzing, synthesizing and/or evaluating the learning targets. completed in the unit.  If the student is able to demonstrate these higher order thinking skills to the satisfaction of the teacher they may be advanced to the next level. (See revisions policy posted on my weebly)
Retake procedure: You are allowed to retake/revise any summative assessment/assignment under the following stipulations:

All of the formative assessments/assignments within the unit must be completed BEFORE you can retake the summative assessment/assignment.
You may retake an assessment within a certain time frame (differs depending on assignment); if you wish to retake an assignment, you must stick to this time frame. If being in the classroom is required (i.e. test) you MUST set up a time to do so with me in advance.  If the assignment is done outside of school (papers, projects, etc), I can collect it at any time within the specified time frame. 
If you decide to do the retake/correctives for a test you must talk to Mr. Moran within one day after you receive the results and set up a time to do it. (see course description for appointments) The level on the retake/correctives replaces the original grade.

8. Absences and Make-up Work. Obtaining/understanding make-up work should in NO WAY disrupt class time.  Please double check with your fellow classmates, the absence folders, the whiteboard, skyward, unit study guides, notebook table of contents, learning goals tracking sheets, unit scales and/or my weebly before talking with me to double check that you have everything you missed. You are allowed one day for each day absent to complete missed assignments, unless other arrangements are made beforehand. 

8. Absences and Make-up Work --continued
If you are aware of a quiz, test, paper or project due date prior to an absence, you are expected to take the test or turn in the assignment on the scheduled date or on the first day you return to class, whichever comes first.

material missed during an absence must be made up promptly and is the responsibility of the student!  

Not all activities and assignments in this class can be made up. Some specific events occur only during class at a given time (discussions, presentations, guest speakers, etc.) Students with an unexcused absence during such activities will forfeit any assigned points.  An excused absence may be required to complete an alternative assignment.

We are on a fast paced schedule, so keep up with the work that you miss and avoid absences as much as possible. If a student knows that they are going to be absent for appointments, vacations and/or other reasons for missing school, students are expected to give the teacher advance notice usually in the form of an informal note so that lesson plans and materials can be prepared ahead of time. This preparation needs at least TWO days notice so that things can be put together effectively. Failure to follow these procedures may mean that you will not get material ahead of time and you will have to make it all up upon return to class.
9. Late Work Every assignment you receive in this class has a specific purpose toward meeting our learning targets. I do not expect you to miss due dates.  In order to be “on time,” assignments must be ready to hand in (NOT ready to print, in your locker, or in their final stages—writing, typing, perfecting, gluing, altering, etc. count as “final stages”) when I ask for them to be turned in. Any assignments NOT IN FINAL FORM at that point will be considered late. Weekends and vacations will be counted in assessing late penalties. Unexcused absences on due dates render assignments “late.”  

You are NOT allowed to print your assignments on the teacher station—EVER! The Student assistance center or the Media Center have computers capable of printing for classroom purposes.

Late work will only be accepted up to the end of the given unit.  I will make sure you are aware of the exact dates ahead of time, but any late assignments after that point will not be accepted at all.

All make-up work must be completed on the Thursday the week before the end of the nine weeks or the student will receive a zero for the work not made up.

10. Academic Dishonesty & Cheating. If I discover a student(s) cheating on an assignment, project, quiz or test, I will proceed to do the following: 1) Give the student(s) a zero. 2) Call/write home to inform parents. 

3) Discuss the situation with the student(s) and devise an action plan. 4) I will seek Saturday school or some form of additional disciplinary action.

11. Questions/problems? If a student has any questions/problems with a particular assignment or with the class in general, do not hesitate to ask. I am available most days before and after school to help students succeed. Students are expected to give the teacher advance notice usually in the form of an informal note from the student when they seek help/assistance, so that the teacher can make sure that he has no meeting/appointment conflicts. 
12. Lab Fees/extra charges. Students will be responsible for payment of fines for lost and/or damaged books and/or materials that they are responsible for.
13. I have shown this course description and addendum, notebook guidelines, introductory handout packet and civic involvement activity policy, form & options to my parents and we both acknowledge receiving them and reading them.

Student’s signature and date

Parent’s signature and date

