EXECUTIVE POWER FLOW CHART
[image: image1.jpg]Executive Power Flowchart

->Yes >No

(— Shape policy

Appoint an
il

official

Push back on

> Foreign
—_—
Do current laws or 0
L Domestic —» Congressional resolutions
support the executive branch’s ——
ability to shape this policy?

Has the policy

Is Congress

currently in

recess?

+ policy passed
by Congress

> already been
signed into law?

-

Has congress been
in recess for ten
days or more?

—

Aside from ratifying treaties or formally declaring war,
the president has essentially unchecked authority
over most aspects of foreign policy.

The president can use an executive order to shape
policy; Congress can challenge the order’s
constitutionality in court, however.

The president can propose a federal rule; the rule-
making process s lengthy, but it allows for more
executive branch input.

The president can use a recess appointment to bypass
Congress, but only when Congress is out of session for
more than ten days.

The president can use a return veto if the law passes,
but the veto is subject to an override vote in
Congress

The president can attempt a protective return pocket
veto; while questionably constitutional, it can't be
overridden.

The president can use 2 packet veto, which cannot be
overridden by Congress.

The president can selectively defend the law or file an
amicus brief if someone challenges the law’s
constitutionality in court.





