VIETNAM MUSIC JOURNAL RATIONALE

A unit of study on the Vietnam era that relies solely on the textbook presentation of "one more chronological event" fails to adequately illustrate the controversy that surrounded the war. Further, it neglects the larger social issues that consumed the nation at that point in history. Popular music produced during the Vietnam War period, however, was both representative of the social conflict that engulfed the United States and reflective of the mood of the country. By incorporating popular music into the study of American history, students will learn first-hand of the political, social, and emotional climate of the period. 

Objectives: The student will be able to: 

1. Develop an understanding of the controversial nature of the Vietnam War.
2. Identify various points of view about the U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.
3. Discover several social themes present in much of the popular music of the period.
4. Recognize propaganda devices at work in specific song lyrics of the period.

