War Powers Act of 1973
To What Extent Should Presidential War Powers Be Limited by Congress and the War Powers Act?
Introduction 
Though the United States has been involved in numerous foreign conflicts in the post-World War II era, none of them have elicited an official declaration of war from Congress. Instead, in what are defined as police actions, presidents have used their perceived war-making powers to send troops into battle and to dictate the length and terms of U.S. military involvement around the world. As a result, the balance of war-making power between Congress and the president has been the source of increasing controversy in the postwar era. This controversy was accelerated due to the passage of the War Powers Resolution of 1973 (commonly referred to as the War Powers Act), which was passed by Congress in order to place a check on the president’s war-making powers. Since its passage, presidents have believed the resolution to be unconstitutional, and have, on occasion, violated the law. Both sides continually jockey over the limits of their powers, and their obligations to each other, during the police actions that have been the hallmark of the post-World War II era. The Constitution does not provide a definitive answer, and thus legal scholars continue to debate the nature of Congressional and presidential war powers. 

Objectives and Outcomes 
● Students will be able to identify the major constitutional tension between Congress and the president regarding war-making. 

● Students will be able to define war-making powers, and explain the roles assigned to Congress and the President. 

● Students will deliberate the constitutionality of the War Powers Act. 

Background Videos

Watch the selected videos on the War Powers Act and write the assigned MITs below.

UNFORTUNATELY CSPAN CHANGED THEIR SITE, SO YOU HAVE TO SEARCH THE TITLES!

An MIT or Most Important Thing is a summary point or note that the student believes is crucial to their understanding of the topic. 
You may use this document as a template and share it by email if you like that option.

If you hand write your MITS, be sure to use the titles below and label them with the required number of MITs provided. (The required number is a minimum for full credit, if you need to do more for you to understand the topic continue on beyond the requirement.

Make sure your MITs are numbered.
Role of the War Powers Act






video is 4:24 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2463/Role+of+the+War+Powers+Act.aspx
1.

2.

3.

4.

History of War Powers






video is 4:04 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2464/History+of+War+Powers.aspx
1.

2.

3.

4.

Debate over War Powers






video is 3:35 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2465/Debate+over+War+Powers.aspx
1.

2.

3.

4.

Presidential War Powers

President Obama on War Powers





video is 1:13 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2466/President+Obama+on+War+Powers.aspx
1.

2.

Lt Col. Walter Narramore on Presidential War Powers 


video is 1:57 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2467/Lt+Col+Walter+Narramore+on+Presidential+War+Powers.aspx
1.

2.

Rep. John Fleming (R-LA) Defends Presidential War Powers

video is 1:34 minutes 

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2468/Rep+John+Fleming+RLA+Defends+Presidential+War+Powers+134.aspx
1.

2.

Congressional War Powers

Merits of War Powers Resolution 





video is 2:31 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2469/Merits+of+War+Powers+Resolution+231.aspx
1.

2.

3.

Sen. Paul (R-KY) on Limits of Presidential War Powers


video is 1:30 minutes

http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2470/Sen+Paul+RKY+on+Limits+of+Presidential+War+Powers.aspx
1.

2.

Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH) on Lawsuit against Presidential War Powers    video is 2:59 minutes
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Video/2471/Rep+Dennis+Kucinich+DOH+on+Lawsuit+against+Presidential+War+Powers.aspx
1.

2.

3.

