Both sides in Michigan gay marriage debate ready for 'historic moment' in Supreme Court review
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DETROIT, MI -- The U.S. Supreme Court decided Friday to review Michigan's landmark gay marriage case, and activists on both sides of the issue are excited to see the argument settled at the highest level, once and for all.

The high court set February and April deadlines for briefs in same-sex marriage cases out of Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee. Oral arguments will follow.

A ruling deciding the matter for the entire nation could come by June.

"This is a significant moment for the nation's highest court to move toward settling one of the most important societal questions in recent history," said Paul Long, CEO of the Michigan Catholic Conference, which opposes legalization of gay marriage.

"Marriage is the foundation for a just society; it is the only institution that unites children with their mother and father together. For the sake of the common good, and to secure the fundamental building block for all of humanity, we pray the Supreme Court will inevitably find traditional marriage amendments constitutional both in Michigan and throughout the nation."

The Hazel Park couple that raised the Michigan case to be reviewed by the high court planned a press conference later Friday as gay rights activists around the state began to celebrate the upcoming review.

"We are thrilled with the Supreme Court's decision to hear arguments on same-sex marriage," said Gina Calcagno, campaign manager for Michigan for Marriage.

"The country is ready for national resolution on this issue. We've heard from countless individuals -- families, faith leaders, business owners, elected officials, and even our own courts -- it's time for marriage equality both for Michigan and for the United States."

April DeBoer and Jayne Rowse of Hazel Park sued Michigan because they can't jointly adopt their three children with the ban in place, and a federal district judge in March ruled in their favor, briefly making same-sex marriage legal in Michigan before the U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals stayed that decision the next day and reversed it Nov. 6, upholding the ban.

The decision to review comes a day after a federal judge in Detroit ruled in a separate case that the state must recognize about 300 same-sex marriages that took place on the one day it was legal.

After the appeals court upheld the ban, DeBoer and Rowse asked the Supreme Court to review the case, topple the ban and decide the issue for the entire nation.

Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette agreed that the high court should review the case, but argued for upholding the appeals court finding that the decision should be left for voters, who approved the ban in 2004.

"Reasonable people of good will might think it is at least debatable that this definition advances the State's interest in encouraging parents to stick together to care for and raise their children," Schuette argued. "And if it is at least debatable, then federal courts have no authority to overturn the people's legislative choice."

DeBoer and Rowse in their petition for review argued that the appeals court decision conflicts with previous U.S. Supreme Court rulings.

"In Loving [v. Virginia, the 1967 Supreme Court case that overturned bans against interracial marriage], this Court decided the core constitutional issues at hand rather than wait for further studies about the claimed perils (especially to the country's children) of blending the races," their lawyers argued.

The state in its response cited another past Supreme Court decision, one that came just last year, out of a Michigan case.

"As members of this Court recently observed, '[d]emocracy does not presume that some subjects are either too divisive or too profound for public debate,'" Schuette wrote, citing the case that upheld Michigan's voter-approved ban against affirmative action.
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