Kim Jong Un has a few demands for U.S.                                                                                             USA TODAY editors August 12, 2017
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is rushing to develop nuclear missiles that can reach the USA, saying they are needed to deter an attack on his country.
If there are talks with the Trump administration to defuse the crisis, Kim has five key demands — though he shouldn’t count on getting them all met.
NO OVERTHROW
Before President Trump unleashed his incendiary attacks on Kim this week, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said the administration does not favor a regime change and seeks a diplomatic solution to halt the North’s weapons program.
Kim saw what happened in Iraq, where dictator Saddam Hussein was overthrown by the United States, and insists the only way for his regime to remain in power is through nuclear development.
The threat of nuclear weapons that could reach the USA is Kim’s insurance policy against being overthrown by a U.S.-led coalition, Joo Seong Ha, a defector who was imprisoned in North Korea before escaping to South Korea, told USA TODAY.
A nuclear weapons program is “the most powerful bargaining chip that North Korea has,” Joo said.
KEEP NUCLEAR WEAPONS
The Washington Post, citing a confidential Defense Intelligence Agency report, said this week that North Korea produced a miniaturized nuclear warhead that can fit inside its missiles.
The warhead breakthrough is a crucial advance in producing a nuclear weapon capable of striking the U.S. mainland.
In addition to its nuclear arsenal, the nation has rockets and artillery aimed at Seoul, theSouth Korean capital that is only 35 miles from the Demilitarized Zone separating the two countries. North Korea has launched more than a dozen test missiles this year.
North Korea has said many times it has no intention of giving up its nuclear weapons. The United States has not accepted the North as a nuclear power, but it might have to accept that reality.
LIFT SANCTIONS
Since North Korea’s first nuclear test in 2006, the United Nations has imposed ever-tightening sanctions on the rogue regime to force it to halt its weapons programs.
Kim has managed to modernize his nation and improve its economy despite nine years of sanctions, but he would like tomake faster progress. That won’t happen without major concessions.
U.S. TROOPS OUT OF SOUTH
The border between North and South Korea is one of the most militarized in the world, according to the State Department. Pyongyang has about 1.2 million military personnel, compared with 680,000 troops in South Korea, where 28,000 U.S. troops are stationed.
China wants the American troops removed. That won’t happen unless there is a much broader peace deal that includes major concessions by China and North Korea to demilitarize the peninsula.
NEGOTIATE END TO WAR
The United States and North Korea have no diplomatic ties and are still enemies, reaching an armistice — not a peace treaty — to end the Korean War of 19501953. The perpetual state of hostility has left North Korea isolated and impoverished.
A formal peace treaty would provide a huge economic and political boost for Kim, but he would have to mothball his nuclear ambitions. He has shown no sign of wanting to do that.
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