Election reflections: Our view
The blame game, the sorry story and the labor pains.

BLAME GAME
Americans dislike just about everybody in politics, according to interviews with people leaving the polls on Tuesday. There's barely a hair's worth of difference between voters' low regard for President Obama (44% approval), Democrats (43%) and Republicans (42%).

But voters didn't hand out an equal beat down to everyone. The president's party took the thumping. How come?

Obama had a big part of the answer in his unapologetic post-election news conference Wednesday. People might be fed up with politicians across the board, but "I'm the guy who's elected by everybody," he said, and voters "rightly hold me accountable" for finding a way to make the dysfunctional system work.

Never mind that presidents don't really run the economy. Or that many Republicans would rather hold a box of live snakes than make a deal with the president. Obama said again and again when he was running for the job that he would be the peacemaker. When that turned out to be harder than he thought, he publicly fumed and finally seemed to lose interest.

The exit polls show that people are anxious — about the economy, about terrorism, about whether their kids will be able to get ahead. Sure, all members of Congress share the blame for that, but one guy said he would fix that, and he hasn't.

As any number of leaders have learned over the centuries, one of the most dangerous things a government can do is raise people's expectations and then fail to fulfill them. It's one of the reasons revolutions happen. Minus the tanks and gunfire, of course, that's what happened Tuesday.

SORRY STORY
When money talks in elections but voters don't, that's not a healthy way to run a democracy.

If projections hold, more money than in any midterm — about $3.7 billion — will have been spent on House and Senate races in 2014. And voters might post the lowest turnout since 1942, which, you might recall, was in the middle of a war.

Not all the votes are counted yet, but political scientist Michael McDonald, who tracks turnout, estimates that just 37% of eligible voters bothered to go to the polls on Tuesday, down from 58% in 2012 and 41% in 2010.

Turnout by people 18 to 29 years old, who make up 21% of the nation's eligible voters, dropped from 19% in 2012 to just 13% of those who voted Tuesday. This group, which should have great interest in government policies considering that it will end up paying for today's massive government borrowing, is squandering its opportunity to put things on a better course. It's tempting to say these Americans will get what they deserve.

The combination of big money and low turnout means that fewer average Americans are electing the nation's leaders, while those who can write big checks have gained greater influence. Three dozen races were dominated by money from outside, often shadowy groups, some funded by millionaire megadonors, others by secretive donors who are not publicly identified.

It's easy, and accurate, to blame court rulings and congressional failures for the deluge of big money in politics. Non-voters, however, have no one to blame but themselves when politicians cater to those who do vote.
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