Nationwide marriage equality here we come: Column

Judith E. Schaeffer  January 16, 2015
My new union is an emotional joy beyond measure.
With the Supreme Court's historic decision Friday to review the constitutionality of laws in four states prohibiting same-sex couples from marrying, America may well be only a few months away from full nationwide marriage equality. As a lawyer who has been advocating for gay rights for decades, and as a lesbian, the possibility of that reality is almost overwhelming.

Certainly in my lifetime (I'm old enough now to collect Social Security), I never expected to be able to marry my partner. And yet, because we live in Virginia, which -- thanks to the federal courts -- now recognizes our fundamental right to marry, we are, in fact, married. This is an emotional joy beyond measure, and it's also important in terms of our legal rights and the significant protections we now enjoy as a married couple.

But gay men and lesbians living in one of the 14 states that still deprive them of their constitutional rights are not as fortunate. And that's wrong. The fundamental principles of equality enshrined in our Constitution prohibit each and every state from denying gay men and lesbians the right to marry.

Some have argued that the courts should not "intervene" in this matter, that states and voters should decide this issue for themselves through the "democratic process." But when it comes to matters of equality and fundamental rights, that's just not how our Constitution works. When states deny citizens their constitutional rights, it's the job of the courts to step in and stop them. That's why the Supreme Court's decision today to review discriminatory marriage laws was not only historic, but also the right thing to do.

In one ruling in these cases, the Supreme Court can put an end to the balkanized America in which gay men and lesbians now live, able to marry in some states and not in others, an America in which the children of same-sex couples enjoy the important legal protections that come from having married parents, but only in some states, not in others.

We should know by the end of June what kind of America we'll be living in. I hope and trust it will be an America in which marriage equality is recognized nationwide. The Constitution requires no less.
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Gay marriage ruling will define freedom: Column

Steve Deace January 16, 2015
                   Sexual revolution set to undermine the American Revolution.
This spring, when the Supreme Court hears arguments on the gay marriage cases the justices accepted Friday, it is going to be hearing much more than a case on the definition of marriage. This case could ultimately determine our very way of life moving forward as a people.

The American view of law and government is summarized in our founding document, the Declaration of Independence, by these three things:

· There is a God.
· Our rights come from God, not government.
· Government's only role is to preserve and protect those God-given rights.

Should the Supreme Court decide it has the authority to essentially play god, and redefine an institution such as marriage which predates it by at least 5,000 years, they will be saying erotic liberty trumps religious liberty. In other words, the sexual revolution takes precedence over the American Revolution.

See, this argument has absolutely nothing to do with whether or not two people of the same gender who care about each other can live together like heterosexuals can. There is no one in prison today, or faced with it, because they violated their state's amendment defining marriage as a man and a woman.

This argument is about "you will be made to care." And if you don't want to care, using the coercive power of government to force you to. Even if it means forcing you to validate what your conscience and/or religion teaches is immoral.

Just look at all the numerous and unprecedented assaults on religious liberty we're faced with today. Like the black fire chief of Atlanta, who used to serve in the Obama administration, and lost his job because he wrote a book on his personal timeadvocating the Bible's views on sexuality. Even though an investigation found no evidence he was discriminating against anyone who disagreed with his views, he was fired anyway for being a Christian.

In my home state of Iowa, an award-winning newspaper editor lost his job for being a Christian, too. Simply because he disagreed with the so-called "Queen James Bible" which revises the Scriptures to accept homosexuality on his personal blog.

I thought it wasn't supposed to be a Christian's business what somebody did on their private time with a consenting adult? Funny, though, it seems as if it is the Left's business what Christians do with their private time.

Make no mistake, that is the end game here. To make religious people and institutions choose between following God, which the constitution protects, or following political correctness. And then using government to punish them if they make the wrong choice.

Therefore, the court is really going to decide the definition of freedom. Does freedom come from God, as every Supreme Court justice acknowledges when they swear their oaths of office to Him? Or does freedom come from the mob, or worse, the state?

The fact we're having this debate at all means we've forgotten the words of Thomas Jefferson: "I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, and His justice cannot sleep forever."
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