Principles of American Government: Policymaking PLSC122

The Cabinet Project

Mr. Moran

You will research one of the following departments that is listed below.
1. Department of State




9.    Department of Treasury

2. Department of Defense



10.  Department of Education

3. Department of Justice




11.  Department of Energy

4. Department of Interior



12.  Department of Transportation

5. Department of Agriculture



13.  Department of Veterans Affairs

6. Department of Labor




14.  Department of Commerce

7. Department of Health and Human Services

15.  Department of Homeland Security

8. Department of Housing and Urban Development


Find the following information about your department:

1. When was your department first established as a cabinet department and who was the first department secretary?
2. What are your department’s main functions and responsibilities?

3. Why was your department formed?

4. Who is the present day head or secretary of your department? When did they take office?
5. What is the background and qualifications of the present day head or secretary of your department?
6. What are some important programs that your department oversees? 

     (Give the names of a few major programs and be able to explain them and their importance)

7. What presidential role(s) does your department assist the president with? 
    (Be sure to reference the many roles of the president section in your book on Page 226-233)
8. What recent events/current events has your department been involved in?

9. Why is your cabinet department an important part of the federal bureaucracy? 

10. What is the most important thing that you have learned by doing this project?

Requirements of the Project:

____Develop a power point/slide show that demonstrates/answers the questions above about your department.   
____Textual content is in the form of bullets to communicate the main ideas. (Not in paragraphs to be read)
____ A title slide that includes: Name, Title/Topic, Class, Block, Date                  
____You must have at least 10 content slides.

____Content slides must contain at least five supporting bullet points and a supporting title for the content.
____Make sure that your text is big enough for the audience to read.

____Make sure that your background doesn’t make text or images, etc. hard to see and read.

____You must have at least five supporting image slides that relate directly to the department.

____Image slides should have the image be as large as possible on the slide with a title relating to your topic.

____You are not required to cite images, but they must come from valid sources.
____Your power point/slide show must have a 17 slide minimum- including title slide and sources cited slide)
____You must have a sources cited slide that includes at least 3 different and valid sources. 
____Students must use style manual format for citing sources. (whatever the English Department uses is fine)
____Students will present their power point/slide show to the class.
____Present your material, do not read it. Tell us about it, explain it to the class.

____The student must provide a Slide handout print out to me so I can use it to follow the presentation

____In case you were curious the project is 10 content slides & 5 image slides, a title slide & sources cited  
        slide for a total of 17 slides minimum.

The project & presentations are due on_____________________________________________________
The project will be worth 150 Points Total

