Sarpolus: 225K Voted For Snyder, Peters

A new calculation released today shows that 225,556 Michigan voters picked incumbent Republican Gov. Rick SNYDER and Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Gary PETERS (D-Bloomfield Twp.), meaning roughly 7 percent of all U.S. Senate voters split their ticket in this fashion.


Based on numbers reported by the Secretary of State, Republican U.S. Senate candidate Terri Lynn LAND received 80 percent of the votes Snyder received. Exactly 68,682 more voters participated in the Governor's race than the U.S. Senate race. 

Despite the lower participation numbers, the three U.S. Senate third-party candidates race saw 80 percent more votes than the three gubernatorial third-party candidates. 

Using these and several other numbers, Ed SARPOLUS of Target Insyght projects that if you were a Republican-leaning independent voter torn between voting Republican or Democratic in the U.S. Senate race, the odds were 20:1 you'd pick Peters. 

Land received only 11,016 more votes that the top Republican vote-getter in the Board of Education race, which tells him that Land received nearly all of her votes from straight-ticket Republicans. 

"She was so concentrated on messaging to straight-party conservatives that she didn't have any chance at the Republican-leaning independents," Sarpolus said. "There are pro-choice Republican women. There are moderate men in the Republican Party, but her campaign didn't allow her to go after them and Gary Peters persuaded them to go his way." 

Some other interesting facts from the U.S. Senate race numbers: 

- Roughly 73,000 Democrats who voted for Snyder in 2010 came back and voted for the Democrat in 2014.

- The U.S. Taxpayers Party candidate in the U.S. Senate race, Richard MATKIN, received nearly 95 percent more votes (37,442 overall) than U.S. Taxpayers Party gubernatorial candidate Mark McFARLIN (19,314). The last time governor and U.S. Senate were on the ballot at the same time in 2006, the U.S. Taxpayers Party U.S. Senate candidate received 18,341 votes. 

- Libertarian U.S. Senate candidate Jim FULNER received more than 75 percent more votes (62,790 overall) than gubernatorial candidate Mary BUZUMA (35,678). The last time governor and U.S. Senate were on the ballot at the same time in 2006, the Libertarian U.S. Senate candidate received 27,012 votes. 

- Even Green Party U.S. Senate candidate Chris WAHMHOFF received more than 70 percent more votes (26,102) than gubernatorial candidate Paul HOMENIUK (14,905). Wahmhoff's number isn't all that far off from what 2006 Green Party U.S. Senate candidate David SOLE received (23,890).
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