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Dien Bien Phu VQ

1. What raw materials made Vietnam the “jewel” of France’s empire?

2. What does Viet Minh mean?

3. How long did the French fight in Vietnam?  How many French were killed in the  

War?

4.  What did politicians in Paris urge French generals to do in Indochina?  Why?  How did these politicians hinder their general’s ability to do it?

5. How did the French view their colonies after WWII?

6. What areas were the French able to control during the war?  What areas were the Viet Minh able to control?

7. What did the Viet Minh do when the French moved in to control an area?

8. By Spring 1953, How much of Vietnam did the Viet Minh control?

9. What countries could Ho Chi Minh count on for more aid after the Korean War ended?

10. Why did the French want to draw Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh into the open for a “setpiece” battle?

11. Was Dien Bien Phu strategically significant?  Explain?

12. After the first day of the battle, how many French were killed?  How many Viet Minh?  How did this make the French generals feel?

13. Why was Dien Bien Phu significant to the Viet Minh?

14. Why was the airstrip important for the French?

15. What did the Viet Minh find on dead French officers?

16. Why didn’t General Navarre evacuate the French Garrison?

17. How did the French underestimate Giap and the Viet Minh?

18. What trail snaked through 600 miles from China to Vietnam?  What was it for?

19. Why was flying a problem during Monsoon Season?  Why was flying necessary for the French?

20. What was the most crucial thing the Viet Minh brought through the Ho Chi Minh trail?  Where did the Chinese get these?

21. Did the French fear the rumor that the Viet Minh had big guns in the hills around Dien Bien Phu?  Why?  What did the French commander do early in the battle?

22. What time did the Viet Minh strike Dien Bien Phu?  Why?

23. Why did the Viet Minh trench around Dien Bien Phu?

24. What happened to supply drops to Dien Bien Phu?  Why?  How was this doubly devastating for the French?

25. Why did Viet Minh General Giap refuse to accept his own wounded/dead back from the French, nor allow the French to get theirs out of the valley?

26. What was the U.S. worried might happen at the Geneva Conference?  What did the U.S. want?

27. How much aid was the U.S. giving to the French toward the end of the French involvement in Vietnam?

28. Did the U.S. send in troops or air support to help the French at Dien Bien Phu?

29. How many French troops were marched off to prison camps after Dien Bien Phu fell?  How many died en route or in captivity?  Why is that number so significant?

30. How many French soldiers were killed at Dien Bien Phu?  How many were wounded?  How many Viet Minh are estimated to have been killed?

31. What countries were given their independence at Geneva?  What about       

Northern Vietnam above the 17th parallel?  What was supposed to happen in two years according to the agreement? 

