Trump, have you read the Constitution yet?: #tellusatoday
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President-elect Donald Trump doesn’t understand the fundamentals of free speech.

Letter to the editor: 
President-elect Donald Trump, perhaps it’s time for you to accept Nazir Kahn’s offer to read his pocket version of the United States Constitution.

Trump tweeted that a person who burns the American flag should be subject to a very harsh penalty like revoked citizenship or a year in jail. All I can say is wow — that’s scary.

President-elect Trump, have you heard of or read the First Amendment that protects freedom of speech? As much as I cherish and revere our flag, it is simply a cloth symbol, a metaphor for the very freedom you would violate by prohibiting its burning.

Trump, it’s time for you to mothball your smartphone and delete your Twitter account. A president should not make his unfiltered thoughts available for all to hear — it’s dangerous and unnerving!

Ken Derow; Swarthmore, Pa.

Facebook comments are edited for clarity and grammar:
Good grief. I thought this had gone away 20 years ago. Now we find out that President-elect Donald Trump doesn’t understand the fundamentals of free speech?

— Sam Taylor
Look up “speech” in the dictionary. People are entitled to their opinions, but burning a flag is the same as spray painting hate speech on a wall. It is an act of hate. If you totally disrespect this country and those who have fought to keep it free, please leave and try to find a better one.

— Kenneth Lynch
Burning the flag should be banned. Prosecute those who partake in the activity. It’s about time someone stood up to this nonsense.

— Manoj Nampoothiry
The acceptance of the burning of our flag by so many Americans is the result of years of liberal indoctrination.

They truly are out to destroy our country.

— Lynn Russell
Trump is turning this country into Russia and he has not even taken office yet.

— Antonio Epperson
We asked our followers whether defacing or burning the American flag should be considered a criminal offense. Tweets are edited for clarity and grammar:
My flag flies in my heart and in my mind. You may choose to burn your flag, but you can never burn mine. It’s deplorable but legal.

—@DAUSLAKEARSI
Living in a free country should allow those who feel oppressed to express their anger with the government by burning the flag.

—@JeffOstach
Criminal offense? Absolutely not. But we should exercise our rights by properly reviling, ignoring and showing them disdain!

—@TJWag
There’s a free speech difference between treason and what the First Amendment covers. That has been established by the Supreme Court already.

—@COMountainManCO
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