American Government 1-People and Politics (PLSC 121)

Fall Semester 2019
“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, it expects what never was and will never be.”

Thomas Jefferson
“I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of society, but the people themselves.”

Thomas Jefferson

“Evil people rule, when good people do nothing.”

Edmund Burke
Meeting Time

M-Tu-W-Th-F
      3.0 Credits
Instructor

John Moran Adjunct Professor of Political Science Ferris State University
Charlotte High School (517) 541-5600 ext 5671

moranj@charlottenet.org

College: College of Arts and Sciences 

Department: Social Sciences Dept
Office Hours--Before or After School by appointment
Basic Text

Cengage Advantage Books: American Government and Politics Today, Brief Edition, 2014-2015, 8th Edition, Steffen W. Schmidt Iowa State University, Mack C. Shelley, II Iowa State University ,Barbara A. Bardes University of Cincinnati

Lab Fees/extra charges. Students will be responsible for payment of fines for lost and/or damaged books and/or materials that they are responsible for.

Course Description

Explores basic political concepts and what distinguishes democracy from other forms of government. Traces formative ideas and forces that shaped U.S. Constitution. Expansion of civil liberties and rights is examined. Attention to relations of national, state and local governments. Shows how public opinion through the media, interest groups, political parties, and elections makes demands on---and places restraints on---government. What new challenges for government arise from scientific, demographic, economic, and social change? 

This course meets Ferris State University General Education requirements: Social Awareness, Race/Ethnicity/Gender Issues; Social Foundations. 
Be Proactive

Being proactive means thinking and acting ahead of anticipated events; this means using foresight. Not only is it a great method for avoiding more work down the road, but it can be extremely important for averting disasters. Planning well for the future and for instituting systems at work and in study, and planning at home can make life easier, not just for you, but for others too, and besides, it may make you more popular. Many of us look to proactive people as the instigators of action and creative ideas in society. Here are some suggestions for helping you to become a more proactive person.
http://www.wikihow.com/Be-Proactive
Expectations of Students

Students are expected to attend all class sessions and are expected to be on time. Failure to do so will result in the loss of credit in the attendance/class engagement part of your grade.
The use of cellphones, Ipads, Ipods, laptops and other electronic devices by students is prohibited during class time unless approved by the professor pursuant to class activities. Failure to follow this policy will result in the loss of credit in the attendance/class engagement part of your grade.
Students are expected to contribute and to actively participate in class discussions and cooperative learning activities. Failure to do so will result in the loss of credit in the attendance/class engagement part of your grade.
Students are expected to keep all class handouts and assignments in a notebook and bring to every class for reference, use, study and/or verification purposes. Failure to do so will result in the loss of credit in the attendance/class engagement part of your grade.
Students are expected to complete and turn in work on the day it is due. 

There is no make up work for missed classes. You may get notes from classmates, but you cannot make up classroom activities that count for class engagement/participation. Unless missed classes conform to the attendance policy. 
Excused absences are only for the death of an immediate family member and/or medically verifiable absences. Proactively sought excused absences may be granted on a case by case basis.
If a student is absent, work must be delivered to class the night it is due or prior to its due date. 
                  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!!!!!!!!!!
All written work must be word-processed. No handwritten work will be accepted, unless otherwise specified.

When pagination requirements are expressed a written page is equal to 250 words.  

An “I” or incomplete can only be issued under Ferris State University guidelines.
As a Ferris State University Instructor, I am bound to follow the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). Due to peculiarities in the skyward grading program, I am unable to individually report out student grades from this system or risk violating federal law. Accordingly, Students should regularly discuss their progress in the course so your parents know where you stand academically. Failure to do so may cause the student to not meet their parents’ expectations for academic success.
“In our class: 1) everyone is allowed to feel they can work and learn in a safe and caring environment; 2) everyone learns about, understands, appreciates, and respects varied races, classes, genders, physical and mental abilities, and sexualities; 3) everyone matters; 4) all individuals are to be respected and treated with dignity and civility; and 5) everyone shares the responsibility for making our class, and the Academy, a positive and better place to live, work, and learn.”

Behavior that disrupts class will not be tolerated or allowed. Also, harassment, in any form, will not be tolerated. Any student who participates in disruptive or harassing behavior will be asked to leave the class and will not be allowed to return to class without my approval.

60% of your grade will be based on your performance on THREE exams which will cover material from the textbook, lectures and class participation and engagement activities. Make up exams will only be granted based on attendance policy. Exams are available for review by students before or after school or by mutual appointment.
15% of your grade will be based on your performance on class projects and papers designed to amplify material from the textbook, lectures and class participation and engagement activities. Make up on these projects and papers will only be granted based on attendance policy.

I reserve 25% of your grade to be based on your attendance, the proactive nature in which you approach the course, your overall effort toward course work and positive class participation and engagement in course activities, discussions, guest speakers, various quizzes, small reaction papers, individual and/or group projects, presentations etc.  

Grading Scale

Grading Scale


A
=
100-95



C
=
76-74


A-
=
94-90



C-
=
73-70


B+
=
89-87



D+
=
69-67


B
=
86-84



D
=
66-64


B-
=
83-80



D-
=
63-60


C+
=
79-77



E
=
59-below
Be advised: At times class lectures, discussions and activities may run longer and spill over into the next class. Also, the topic schedule may change due to current events or for scheduled guest speakers.
Course Introduction, syllabus review, Sink or Swim reading
Introduction to Politics. 
The American System. Chapter 1 The Democratic Republic. 
Exam 1
The American System. Chapter 2  Forging a New Government: The Constitution.
The American System. Chapter 3  Federalism.


Exam 2
Chapter 6    Public Opinion & Political Socialization & the Media.
Chapter 7    Interest Groups & Political Parties.
Chapter 8    Campaigns and Elections.
Exam 3
Civil Rights & Civil Liberties. Chapter 5   Civil Rights.
Civil Liberties. Chapter 4  Civil Liberties.
