Principles of American Government: Policymaking PLSC122

Political Spectrum Analysis Project

Mr. Moran

Objectives 

1. Students will learn to obtain voter self –defense information on political figures.

2. Students will enhance their knowledge and understanding of the political spectrum.

3. Students will learn the connection between political funding and Congressional committees.

4. Students will be exposed to rating methods of political figures by political interest groups.

5. Students will gain a clearer perspective on members of Congress and their position on issues.

The assignment

A content slide has a title and 5-7 bullets that explains and relates to the title/topic
An image slide has a title, then a picture, diagram, graph or other visual that relates to the title/topic

Students will develop a power point/slide presentation for class about their randomly assigned member of Congress. 
I will assume that all of your work is derived from Project Vote Smart, therefore you are not required to cite sources. 
This power point should address the following items: 
A title slide that contains your name, block, course and name of political figure. 


5POINTS
1.  Provide biographical information on your member of Congress. Information should include but not be limited       

     to: Current Office, Party, Gender, Educational Experience, Political Experience, Professional Experience, 

     Organizational Memberships, length of service in Congress, percentage of votes won last election by,   

     Congressional committees that the member serves on. (4 content slides & 1 image slide)

20 POINTS
2. Investigate the member of Congress’ campaign finance situation. Has your member of Congress fully disclosed their finance situation?  Where does s/he get their money from? Key areas: Total Raised, Geographic Totals, Sector Totals, Top Industries, Top Contributors and PAC Contributions. Do they receive a lot of out of state money? Is there a relationship between their Sector, Top Industries and PAC contributors and the committees that they serve on? 
(4  content slides & 1 image slide) 








20 POINTS
3.  Did your member of Congress answer the NPAT? (The National Political Awareness Test asks candidates 

     which items they will support if elected) Describe in general what you learned about your member from the 

     NPAT. If your member didn’t fill out the NPAT look at another member of Congress and their responses to

     it. Can you think of any political reasons why your member didn’t fill out the NPAT? Explain. Do you   

     think that the NPAT is a reasonable assessment of the views of a political figure? Why or why not. Explain       

     fully.  (1 content slide) 









5 POINTS
4.  Members of Congress are given performance evaluations from special interest groups who rate them on 

     particular issues that they are concerned about. These ratings, while they reflect a particular interest or bias  

     can assist voters in determing where a member of Congress stands on the issues. Investigate your member of  

     Congress’ performance evaluations on the following areas: abortion, business, consumers, conservative, 

     education, environment, gun and liberal. Make a generalization about your member in relation to each area.

     (7 content slides & 4 image slides) 








35 POINTS
5. Based on your research do you believe that your member of Congress would be classified as a conservative, 

moderate or a liberal? How likely is your Congressperson likely to support the new president’s agenda? Defend your answer with reasons from your research. Does your Congressperson have a state position on the Dakota Access Pipeline? If so what is that position and their major reasons for that position? Defend your answer with reasons from your research. (2 content slide & 1 image slide) 






10 POINTS
6.  What did you learn as a result of this project? Do you believe that this is valuable information for an   

      enlightened citizenry? Why or Why Not? Explain fully. Do you have any suggestions for improving this 

       project? Please be specific.    (1 content slides)






 5POINTS
This project will be due for class presentation on_______________________________________________

This project is worth 100 points
