Guidelines for a Socratic Seminar

Socrates, a Classical Greek philosopher, was convinced that the surest way to attain reliable knowledge was through the practice of disciplined conversation.  He called this method dialectic, meaning the art or practice of examining opinions or ideas logically, often by the method of question and answer, so as to determine their validity.
The Socratic Seminar has essential ground rules that need to be observed.
Socratic Seminar Ground Rules:

1. Listen actively, keeping a record of thoughts and ideas as the discussion progresses, so as not to lose valuable contributions.
2. Build on what other participants say
3. Don't interrupt other participants
4. Silences/Pauses are acceptable
5. Direct conversation to peers, not to facilitator
6. Refer to the text directly, avoiding vague abstractions
7. Ask questions to clarify and probe ideas
8. Watch your "air" time 

9. End each speaking point in the form of a question for the group to ponder.

Things to Avoid in a Socratic Seminar:

Do not make inappropriate comments

Do not interrupt speakers

Do not hog the floor 

Do not engage in side conversations or pass notes

Preparations -- What do we do before we come to a Socratic Seminar?  
Read the "text" thoroughly, marking key passages/quotes 
Familiarize ourselves with unique vocabulary. That means note any words you do not know and look them up!  
Re-read the "text" independently, considering preparatory questions that may have been raised.

Brainstorm themes relevant to the text.  
Respond to prepared discussion topic questions. 

Create your own questions, too.
PRE-SOCRATIC SEMINAR QUESTION-WRITING
Before you come to a Socratic Seminar class, please read the assigned text and write at least three questions.  Your questions should include no more than one from each of the categories (question types) described below. 
CLOSED-ENDED QUESTION: 
Write a question about the text that will help everyone in the class come to an agreement about events or people or facts in the text. This question usually has a "correct" answer.

Example:  How many people voted in the election of 2014?
OPEN-ENDED QUESTION: 
Write an insightful question about the text that will require proof, insights, and group discussion to discover or explore the answer to the question.

Example: Why do some people think that apathy is bad for democracy?
REAL WORLD CONNECTION QUESTION: 

Write a question connecting the text to the real world. 

Example:  When examining politics today, is the world better prepared to perform their duty as citizens or less so?
THEME/ CORE QUESTION: 

Write a question dealing with a theme(s) of the text that will encourage group discussion about the universality of the text.

Example: How has the concept of voter responsibility changed over time?

