Money can only buy elections if you let it 
November 12, 2014
I'm concerned that we in the political journalism business have engaged in acts of vote suppression.

Maybe we've talked about money in politics too much and in terms that are too dark and apocalyptic. Maybe we've helped drive you to a sense of despair and helplessness (if not downright hostility) when it comes to voting.

Yes, there is a lot of money dumped into campaigns and a lot of "dark," untraceable money. But here is something else we know: Millions and millions of campaign dollars are simply wasted, dumped later in the campaign after most people are beyond persuasion. But the campaigns keep spending because it's like an arms race — they're afraid to stop. That is, the absolute numbers don't tell the whole story, which is that every dollar of spending doesn't equal a dollar of influence.

But that's not your problem. You've been told that special interests and their dark untraceable money have bought the process. But here's the rest of the story: They can buy it only when you, we, let them. There is nothing stopping any of us and all of us from ignoring the ads and doing our own research.

A multimillion-dollar ad buy does not require any of us to buy a particular brand of toothpaste or potato chips. People are certainly influenced by advertising when it comes to buying a phone, but people also seem to be pretty capable of doing some research to decide whether they want an iPhone or an Android.

Remember, political ads do not exist to inform you. They exist to brainwash you.

But you don't have to go along with it. You are not a victim of political ads. They have not kidnapped you. You retain a hard kernel of influence, and it's all yours unless you choose to give it away, basically by doing nothing.

It's your vote, and politicians and special interests fear it.

Mad about money in politics? Then do something about it. Ignore it.
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