Political Parties
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Among those who voted for the ___ congressional candidate in their district

REPUBLICAN

Iliked the candidate. | had read up on her and have been
supporting her. | was unfamillar with her opponent,
honestly, but | was satisfled with her ... Woman, 67

1 believe that President Trump's agenda Is moving the
country n th rgh direction and would ke to make sure
the cconomic and socil plices he sponsors continue to
advance. Man, 42

Pres. Trump s din a phenomenal ob and he neds the
support of the Congress and Senate to move foard. The
only thing the Democrats want to do s stop progress and
make trouble for o reason. Woman, 53

As a former Democrat for 50 years, the progressive
faction of the party Is rightening and there seems to an
‘absence of trustfulness in anything they do. Man, 78

The Republican Party,in my opinion, appears to possess a
planto continued financial stabillty and legal Immigration
process. Woman, 53

[Tlhe Democrats’ candidates run on platforms that they
are going to go against President Trump no matter what
e does. Itdossnit seem to matter what his administration
does, the Democrats are aganst it and that concerns me..
The Demoorats are going beyond just being liperal and
moving directly to socialism or communism ... Man, 46

| want to see America prosper and be safer. Woman, 61

Republican policy lines up with my fiscal views. Social
views arerit as important as fiscal to me. Man, 26

He had been my mayor and is very responsive. Asks
opinions, takes polls, holds town halls. e isn' perfect, but |
feol he s activel representing his constituents. Woman, 48

I couldnt vote for the Democratic Party because of their
lack of substance in actually doing their job, representing
the American people, and their lack of moralty, common
decency, and provocation that they are supporting,
promoting. Woman, 62

I was a Demacrat for decades, but they no longer
represent the values that are important to me. ftseems to
me that it i all about power to them and not the people
they represent. Man, 63

DEMOCRAT

Theirviews and stance on the fssues are closer n ne with
those that are important to me. Also, something needs to be
done about Trump and his e mbarrassing actions. Man, 40

I disapprove of nearly every polcy action the Trump
administration takes. | wanted to elect someone | felt would
hold the president accountable and provide oversight
‘while advancing a progressive poltical agenda. Man, 24

The president is the head of the Republican Party and |
hate his behaviors. He lles, s horible toward women and
peaple of color. He has no integity, morals or ethics in
addition to be dishonest and a thi .. The prosident s
not qualifed for the elected offce he holds. Woman, 69

m a registered Republican, but [ not a Trump.
Republican. Man, 63

The Demosratic Partys stance on social policy issuesis in
fine with my own, and | abhor the decisions Trump has
made as president, especially regarding immigration.
Woman, 25

We need toretur to a system of checks and balances
withthe legislative branch holding equal power. The GOP as.
leader of the House was not exercksing fts oversight
responsibiity and holding the exccutve branch accountable
for s bad actions comestically ... Woman, 48

To ensure a majority in Congress to be used as a check on
presidential powers and to allow Mr. Mueller enough time
to complete his investigation in a fair and transparent
manner. Man, 54

To move this country forward Intact n spite of this
administration. To fix the ssues that need attention like:
climate change, health care, criminal ustice reform and
safeguard and expand the social safety net. Woman, 30

Our representative .. has been a very good representative
for over 30 years. His views of how government should
operate reflect my views and he has some very practical
forwardthinking ideas that | realy like. Woman, 71

1find myself unable to vote for Republicans at this time
given the ways they have acted as a group over the past
three years .. Though Democrats have acted in some.
problematic ways in this same period and before, itis
askerto vote for them as a minority pary ... Man, 34

The Republican Party left me. It is no longer about fiscal
discipline, but s built around tax cuts for the rich, cuts in
social programes, racism and fear. Man, 57

Notes: Examples of open-ended responses of those whoveted for @ Republicary Democratic candidate for Congress intheir
distrit.Verbatim responses, edited only or length, minor spelling and grammar corrections.

Source: Survey of LS. adults conduoted Nov. 7-13

PEW RESEARCH CENTER





[image: image2.jpg]Partisans agree on some policy priorities, differ on
many others - especially climate change, environment
% whosay___ is a top priority for Trump and Congress
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[image: image3.jpg]Republicans divided on whether Trump’s approach to ethics in government is better
than congressional Democrats’
% who say__ will have the better approach fo ...
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[image: image4.jpg]Republicans and Democrats have very different goals
for U.S. foreign policy
% who say each should be a top foreign policy priority
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