Political Spectrum and Political Paradigms
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Poverty, Racism and Unequal Distribution of wealth can be solved by government intervention.

-governmental regulation of economic activity

-use or tax policy to resolve inequalities

-suspicious of elites

-pro-choice

-anti-capital punishment

-freedom of expression/choice

-freedom of assembly/protest

Individual initiative and incentive are the only method for solving societal problems.

-anti-government regulation/restriction of business/individuals

-anti-taxation

-acceptance of elites

-pro-life

-pro-capital punishment

-anti-pornography

-law and order/protection of private property

Radicals and Reactionaries

1) Problems of a country can be solved through extreme measures

2) Change should take place immediately

3) Utopian visionaries

Liberals

1) Government involvement to solve social, economic and political problems

2) Acceptance of increased government regulation as the price paid for providing everyone with basic human necessities

3) Gradual change, not revolution

Moderates

1) Middle of the road perspective

2) Contains the greatest majority of Americans

3) Accept government as it is, but favors new and better laws

4) Lean liberal and conservative on issues

Conservatives

1) Preservation of the status quo

2) “That government governs best which governs least”

3) Local and state governments should assume federal government responsibilities

4) Views government as costly and inefficient – individuals/private sector should run own affairs

Conservative Credo

Republican Party

1. Observance of legitimate authority is necessary

2. Talented and ambitious should be able to earn as much as possible

3. By seeking profits, people will build a better society

4. Economic growth is the only answer to poverty

5. Prayer should never have left the classroom

6. Peace is only achieved through visible and growing military strength

7. Government should be reduced to balance the budget

8. local government should do more

9. Crime will be reduced with stiffer penalties

10.  Politics is the art of the possible, not the ideal

11.  A narrow interpretation of the constitution

Liberal Credo

Democratic Party

1. Provide basic economic necessities for everyone

2. Women and minorities need helping legislation

3. Must protect environment

4. Rich must be taxed more

5. Raise taxes to balance budget

6. Sympathetic to helping people world wide

7. National health insurance programs

8. Criminal rehabilitation rather than stiffer penalties

