Political Science 122 Policy Making

Mr. Moran

Pro Con Mini Debate Guidelines
ProCon.org is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public charity. Our purpose is to provide resources for critical thinking and to educate without bias. We research issues that are controversial and important, and we present them in a balanced, comprehensive, straightforward, transparent, and primarily pro-con format at no charge. 
The Problem We Are Tackling:
The constant barrage of inaccurate, misleading, and biased news and information prevents many people from making informed decisions about important social issues.

Our Solution:
We provide free, unbiased, and sourced information so people can better understand important social issues and make more informed decisions about them. 

Our Mission:
Promoting critical thinking, education, and informed citizenship by presenting controversial issues in a straightforward, nonpartisan, and primarily pro-con format.

Directions: 
You and a partner will be assigned a current issue containing a pro (you are for the issue) position and con (you are against the issue) position on a national political, social, or economic issue You and your partner will have to decide which side each of you will argue for your pro con mini debate.

You will be directed to the Pro Con website (mentioned above)  http://www.procon.org/
You will need to familiarize yourself with your stance (for or against your issue) by reading over the information on the website to prepare for our pro con mini debate. 
The Pro Con Mini Debate Outline is posted on my weebly for you to have a standard format for your pro con mini debate.

You will be required to use core democratic values, quotes, data, and other information to support your position. This information is all laid out on the Pro Con website.
Go to your issue and read the entire piece on the background this will give you a good idea what the topic is about. Then read the Did You Know? section which has some good statistics in it on your issue. Then read the top arguments for your side (pro or con). Then read the Top Pro Con Quotes which will give you the quote you will need for your position. They also have video and other resources that are helpful.
You will be given a MINIMUM of 5 minutes a person to make your case for your position.

It is your job to present your side of the issue as persuasively as possible to try and win over your fellow classmates. (Your grade for your oral presentation for our pro con mini debate will be based on the rubric that you were given in class) 

While you listen to your fellow classmates speak about their issues you will be keeping track of how you would vote on the issues that they are debating.  You will be given a Pro Con Mini Debate Scoring sheet to write down which position you think won as well as why you feel that way.  
Class Debate Rubric                                                                                                             Mr. Moran

Name of debater & topic_________________________________________________

	CATEGORY 
	Excellent 
	Good 
	Average 
	Needs Improvement 

	Respect for Other Team or Person
	All statements, body language, and responses were respectful and were in appropriate language. 
	Statements and responses were respectful and used appropriate language, but once or twice body language was not. 
	Most statements and responses were respectful and in appropriate language, but there was one sarcastic remark. 
	Statements, responses and/or body language were consistently not respectful. 

	Information 
	All information presented in the debate was clear, accurate and thorough. 
	Most information presented in the debate was clear, accurate and thorough. 
	Most information presented in the debate was clear and accurate, but was not usually thorough. 
	Information had several inaccuracies OR was usually not clear. 

	Use of Facts/Statistics 
	Every major point was well supported with several relevant facts, statistics and/or examples. 
	Every major point was adequately supported with relevant facts, statistics and/or examples. 
	Every major point was supported with facts, statistics and/or examples, but the relevance of some was questionable. 
	Every point was not supported. 

	Understanding of Topic 
	The team clearly understood the topic in-depth and presented their information forcefully and convincingly. 
	The team clearly understood the topic in-depth and presented their information with ease. 
	The team seemed to understand the main points of the topic and presented those with ease. 
	The team did not show an adequate understanding of the topic. 

	Presentation Style 
	Team consistently used gestures, eye contact, tone of voice and a level of enthusiasm in a way that kept the attention of the audience. 
	Team usually used gestures, eye contact, tone of voice and a level of enthusiasm in a way that kept the attention of the audience. 
	Team sometimes used gestures, eye contact, tone of voice and a level of enthusiasm in a way that kept the attention of the audience. 
	One or more members of the team had a presentation style that did not keep the attention of the audience. 


OVERALL SCORE FOR THIS PERSON
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