"REMEMBER THE TITANS"
Dr. Darius Swann, professor of theology, was upset. He wanted his son James to attend the nearby predominately white school, not the predominately black school located miles away. After all, the United States Supreme Court had ruled America's "separate but equal" treatment of African-Americans was unconstitutional. More than a decade had passed since 1955, when struggled to find the right words in Brown v Board of Education Integrate schools "with all deliberate speed".
By 1971, (the turbulent year of anti-war protests, the "Pentagon Papers," and more American deaths in Vietnam), public schools had not integrated "with all deliberate speed." But that was about to change. The case Dr. Swann had filed to protect his son's rights against a North Carolina Board of Education would redefine Justice Frankfurter's words. And the result of the case would add more turmoil to a country already swirling in political unrest.

By April of 1971 (eleven months after the Kent State shootings), the high court delivered its judgment to the country. In Swann v Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, the now famous case that permitted busing of students to achieve racial integration, the high court sent a message to the country. Public schools could no longer ignore the mandates of Brown v Board of Education, the case that was supposed to have ended America’s policy of "separate but equal." All schools had to become integrated immediately. That included schools in Alexandria, Virginia - a place where football was king.
Virginia - like many other Southern states - had a history of segregated schools. “Jim Crow Laws”  long upheld by federal courts, had effectively created two separate societies. African-Americans who endured humiliating treatment still remember what it was like. The two societies were “separate,” but they were hardly “equal.” 
Many Southern towns had duplicate schools - one for blacks and one for whites. Alexandria, Virginia (hometown of George Washington) was no different, although it actually had three high schools. Parker-Gray (started in 1920) served the needs of black students while George Washington High served the needs of whites. In 1956, Francis C. Hammond High opened to accommodate the increasing white student population. Bill Yoast, a popular white coach, ran the varsity football program at Hammond High in 1971. 
In the 1960s - well before the Supreme Court issued its 1971 Swann decision - the City of Alexandria planned to eliminate school segregation. George Washington High was integrated and remained a 4-year high school until 1971. After the Swann case authorized busing to speed up the integration process, T. C. Williams High School (which had opened in 1965) became the only senior high school in Alexandria. 
While integrating all students into one  high school - T. C. Williams - was the goal, the process created a “problem.” Black and white members of competing football teams were now part of the same school. If there was only one high school, there would be only one football team. Who would be on the team? And, more importantly, who would be its coach?
Herman Boone, a black assistant coach who came to T. C. Williams High in 1969, had less experience than his job competitor. Bill Yoast, the winning white head coach of the winning Hammond High football team had a great record in Alexandria. He had the support of white football parents. He had what it took to stay on top. He had everything going for him - but he didn't get the job. Herman Boone did - and that led to even more unrest in the city of Alexandria. After all, the history of high school football with Coach Yoast was already known, and he was the "obvious" choice.
No matter the version, football is a team sport. In order to win championships, a team has to play as one. When Herman Boone was picked to coach the Titans of T. C. Williams High, he didn't have a "team." He had a group of resentful young men. Blacks didn't want to work with whites; whites didn't want to work with blacks. Bill Yoast, the former head coach of the team's white players, was now Herman Boone's assistant, while Paul Hines was the offensive line coach.
By all accounts, the school's football program was in shambles. "Built-in" beliefs about other people are tough to shed. But the Titans and their coaches would soon rise above long-held misconceptions to play together as a winning championship team. (Follow the link to see photographs of the actual team members.) Along the way, they would learn a few important lessons about how to live life.
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