Trump Finally Plays the Cruz Birther Card
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Donald Trump questions Ted Cruz’s citizenship as Cruz implies Trump’s weak on immigration. Game on, finally?

The great bromance of the 2016 presidential season may be unraveling scarce days into the actual year. Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and GOP front-runner Donald Trump have been basically chummy thus far, but it looks like the gloves might finally be coming off – birther style.


Trump, of course, famously led the birther charge against President Barack Obama. And Cruz, as even casual followers of the race know at this point, was born in Canada. I suppose it was only a matter of time before one combined with one to get two.

This from Robert Costa and Philip Rucker of The Washington Post:
"Republicans are going to have to ask themselves the question: 'Do we want a candidate who could be tied up in court for two years?' That'd be a big problem," Trump said when asked about the topic. "It'd be a very precarious one for Republicans because he'd be running and the courts may take a long time to make a decision. You don't want to be running and have that kind of thing over your head."


Trump added: "I'd hate to see something like that get in his way. But a lot of people are talking about it and I know that even some states are looking at it very strongly, the fact that he was born in Canada and he has had a double passport."


Yeah, the tyrant of Trump Tower would hate to see something like that get in Cruz's way. Trump himself isn't raising the birther issue mind you, he's just hearing it from "a lot of people." Uh huh. Cruz's response was well-played: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4ZGKI8vpcg&app=desktop
This is the most prominent of a series of skirmishes between the two candidates over the last few days. Earlier Tuesday, word emerged that Cruz had dismissed Trump as soft on amnesty. This comes as Trump has stepped up his questions about Cruz's evangelical credentials (on the grounds that Cuba's not a hotbed of evangelism – as opposed, I guess, to the religious hot beds like Trump's casinos).


I've been wondering for a while when someone was actually going to take Trump on. Maybe Cruz figures he's reached the point where he's either gotten everything he can out of streaming behind Trump or he no simply no longer needs to do so. And looking ahead, maybe he envisions positioning himself as either the Trump-slayer or a palatable alternative when it comes time to make peace with the establishment and seize the nomination.

This isn't the first time the two have sparred; they had an initial bout before the last debate where Trump questioned Cruz's fitness as commander in chief. But he backed off quickly, especially when the right-wing commentators took Cruz's side.


How will this round play out? I think Hot Air's Allahpundit has a pretty keen analysis here (and not just in his suggestion that liberals are enjoying the birther resurgence immensely):
On the one hand, if Trump convinces his fans that Cruz isn't constitutionally eligible to be president, that's a major problem for Cruz's strategy of winning over Trump's populist base. On the other hand, my hunch is that conservative talk radio will be merciless with Trump if he presses this line of attack. And Cruz will get some sympathy even from righties who might not otherwise look warmly upon him if Trump insists on painting him as some sort of foreigner who should have his presidential hopes cashiered by a judge at a moment when he's winning.


Someone pop some popcorn. This is getting good.


Update: The Washington Post's Greg Sargent reports that Cruz remains determined not to get drawn into an actual fight with Trump and gives Cruz's reasoning. Alas! Still, Trump may interpret an unwillingness to hit back as a sign of weakness inviting more attacks. Keep that popcorn coming.
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