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Michigan’s infrastructure isn’t just aging – it’s crumbling, collapsing and failing.
While some infrastructure problems are hard to ignore, like the pothole- riddled Michigan roads, most remain invisible until a large-scale crisis erupts. Consider two recent examples: the Flint water crisis that made international headlines, and the massive sinkhole that opened last month after an 11-feet-in-diameter sewage line collapsed 60 feet beneath Fraser, just north of Detroit. Out of sight, out of mind.
Michigan’s infrastructure is an interconnected network of thousands of miles of storm water and waste water sewers, collection and treatment systems, hundreds of thousands of miles of roads and bridges, about 2,500 dams and 1,390 community drinking water systems.
These are the systems that connect to the kitchens and bathrooms in our homes. They give us clean water for drinking, cooking and bathing. They keep E.coli and other toxins out of Michigan’s rivers and lakes. They enable us to drive safely to work, home and recreation. They protect our roads, highways and basements from catastrophic floods.
Safe, reliable infrastructure protects Michigan’s water, public health and economy. More directly: safe, reliable infrastructure enables us to flush our toilets, drink our water, move Michigan products to market and swim at our beaches.
But Michigan’s infrastructure is alarmingly old. In many parts of the state, the water you use every day to shower or drink likely flows through an infrastructure system 50 to 100years old. Some Michigan infrastructure systems date back to the late 1800s.
For decades, Michigan at all levels of government and community has failed to plan for and fund the state’s massive unmet infrastructure needs. The results: In a “report card” prepared by the American Society of Civil Engineers, Michigan’s infrastructure received a “D” grade. Last month, the 21st Century Infrastructure Commission, made up of business and community leaders from across the state, estimated that Michigan needs to invest $4 billion more every year for decades to meet current infrastructure needs.
The Flint water crisis, the Fraser sinkhole, nearly 100 beach and river closings across the state every summer, millions of gallons of sewage spilling into Michigan’s lakes and rivers every year from Traverse City to Gaylord to Kalamazoo to Sault Ste. Marie, the worst roads in the nation, and more.
Every day, members of the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association are literally working in the trenches, seeing firsthand the state’s unmet infrastructure needs. Michigan citizens need to be aware too, which is why we’ve launched an infrastructure awareness campaign called FixMIState. On the FixMIState.org website, you’ll find:
» The most current studies and data available on the scope of Michigan’s unmet infrastructure problems and what it will take to fix them.
» Videos from state residents sharing examples of failing infrastructure.
» A place to sign up for the campaign’s “Dig Deeper” e-newsletter.
Someday, Michigan’s elected leaders are going to have to fix our state’s infrastructure. As Michigan residents, we can move our politicians to action by becoming aware, raising our voices and joining the conversation.
Michael Nystrom is executive vice president of the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association.
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