Legislative Branch

Duty or Job?

Major Body?

Houses?

Number in each house?

Length of terms?

Total number in the U.S. Congress?    Why?

Total number in the U.S. Congress for Michigan? Why?

LEADERS OF US CONGRESS

House = Speaker of the House and Majority Leader and Minority leaders

Senate= Vice President and President Pro Tempore and Majority Leader and Minority leaders
WEIRD STUFF ABOUT CONGRESS

What is Pork? (Or Pork Barrel legislation) Not the other white meat!!! Members of congress try to get projects and money for their home district!

Filibuster in the US Senate a senator can literally talk a bill to death unless 60 Senators vote to shut him/her up!!! (Cloture)
Gerrymandering—making up a district for a political parties voting advantage (see page139)

Census happens every ten years by the constitution. Will change the number of US Representatives a state will have in the US Congress (see page141)

Who is in the US Congress?

Let’s look at the graph (see page158)
INFLUENCES ON US CONGRESS AND GOVERNMENT

Political Action Committees (PACS), Special Interest Groups, Pressure Groups or lobbyists try to influence government decisions or Public Policy (PASS A BILL THAT THEY LIKE OR KILL A BILL THEY DON’T)
Mass Media= Television, Radio, Newspapers, internet, magazines inform the public about politics and government. Some times exposes corruption. (see page267) 
This can sometimes affect a candidate’s approval rating (see page260)

Propaganda (see page274)

