Michael Moore calls Barack Obama drinking Flint water 'disappointing'

Brian Manzullo, Detroit Free Press May 4, 2016
Michael Moore is not impressed with President Barack Obama's visit to Flint today.

Moore, the 62-year-old Flint native and documentary filmmaker, joined CNN earlier this afternoon to discuss Obama's pledge to Flint -- saying "I've got your back" while drinking a glass of filtered Flint water -- and why he's upset with that message.

"He is just trying to reassure people that everything's okay," Moore said. "To drink from a glass of Flint water when a number of experts are still saying this water's not safe? It's still going through the same corroded lead pipes? It was such a disappointing thing to see.

"Your clip you just showed about he hopes that Flint can get back to where it was. Where was that? You mean before the water crisis two years ago, after we'd lost 75,000 General Motors jobs? Back to then? Or are we talking about back to 20-30 years ago? I mean, Flint is a city that's really been destroyed."

The lost General Motors jobs Moore referred to were the subject of his 1989 breakout documentary film, "Roger & Me." On April 27, Moore posted on Facebook in regards to Obama's visit to Flint, "I'm sorry to tell you your visit is too little too late"

Today was Obama's first visit to Flint since the water crisis began two years ago, contaminating drinking water throughout the city and exposing residents to a number of dangerous health risks. Obama visited with Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, held briefings with officials and met with Flint children.

During the visit, he drank from a glass of what he said was filtered Flint water at the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan, vouching for the safety of certified filters and letting Flint residents know the water is "drinkable" with a filter (though he cautioned pregnant women and children under 6 to continue drinking bottled water "out of an abundance of caution").

http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/flint-water-crisis/2016/05/04/flint-water-crisis-michael-moore-barack-obama/83940370/
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Dear President Obama —

Finally, after months of us begging you to come to Fiint, you've decided to visit
next Wednesday. | know this will make many people happy and grateful. But, as
one who voted for you twice and was thrilled beyond belief over your election, I'm
sorry to tell you your visit is too litle too late.

You say you're coming to "listen to the people of Fiint" Sir. they've been poisoned
for two damn years. You've known about t since October. There's nothing to
listen to. Unless you're bringing the entire U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to dig up
and replace the 75,000 lead pipes, plus the Attorney General to arrest Governor
Rick Snyder. then this s just another photo-op and half-baked list of new
promises we don't need. If you're coming to make one of those "we need to
rebuild America's infrastructure” speeches, don't bother. This is NOT an
infrastructure problem - it's a hate crime and mass poisoning of Black and poor
people that NEVER would happen if this were Bloomfield Hills or Grosse Pointe or
any other white town. It was done in order to give a billon-dollar tax cut to the

rich. Every child here now has some form of permanent brain damage. There is
NOTHING you can do to reverse that for them. There is no cure. Again, they are
Black. they are poor. Do you have a cure for that? Because THAT's the only
reason why this has happened. Fiint's infrastructure was ust fine (or what passes
for fine these days in the USA). This poisoning happened because the governor
said "Cut services!" — and so one of the first services he cut was to seal off the
clean drinking water pipeline from the Great Lakes and make the poor and the:
Black of Fiint drink dirty water from the drainage ditch you and others call ‘the
Flint River " We haven't called it that for years. I'd drink my own piss before I'd
drink out of that sewer.

We don't need any more visits from politicians, even one as beloved as you. We
don't need any more promises of testing. We don't need any more token digging
up of pipes made rancid by the Fiint River water that flowed through them (of the
75,000 pipes that need replacing, a total of 30 - 3011 - have been dug up and
removed since you met with the mayor in the White House back in January)
Meanwhile the poisoning continues on daily basis, even with the Lake Huron
water that has been restored because it's flowing through lead-damaged pipes
with a new chemical that now burns people’s skin

S0 unless you're bringing the U S. Army with you to save 100,000 of your fellow
Americans, and unless you're going to arrest the governor of Michigan who has
now killed more Americans than ISIS, you might as well stay home. The riots here,
'm certain, will begin sometime soon. That's what you or | would do if someone
was poisoning OUR kids and the government refused to stop it right?

With respect, admiration and profound disappointment,

Michael Moore
Flint native




