Teaching About Culture

VIEWS OF LIFE

Because of the tremendous value put on family and village ties, traditionally few people left their village.  This meant losing touch with ones’ family, one’s past and one’s ancestors.  The family is the basis unit of society and everything a Vietnamese person does is seen in light of how it affects their family.  Harmony in all relationships is highly valued.  Education and wisdom are more important than physical prowess or bravery.


The following chart gives some examples of how most Vietnamese view life.  Space is left on the right hand side for you to summarize attitudes and life-views in the U.S.  After finishing the chart, consider how difference in life-view might affect the lives of Vietnamese who now live in the U.S.  How might these differences have affected how Vietnamese viewed U.S. soldiers during the war?  And how did they affect how U.S. soldiers viewed the Vietnamese?  

	Vietnam
	United States

	Tremendous respect for grandparents, parents, older siblings and the elderly; veneration of the ancestors.


	

	Extended family of grandparents, parents and children often live together.


	

	Family and community rights take precedence over individual rights.  Tremendous loyalty to family and community.


	

	Family duties take priority and may cause person to be late or miss school or work.

	

	Children, especially in rural areas, are highly desired and seen as economic assets and insurance against want in old age.

Vietnam
	United States

	Great respect for education.  A student will not contradict a teacher or look straight into the teacher’s eyes.

	

	Humility and modesty are important qualities.  Compliments given to oneself should be denied or downgraded.

	

	Privacy is not highly valued.  Several people may share the same room without conflict.

	

	Physical expressions of affection in public between males and females are considered in very poor taste.

	

	Harmony with nature is more important than mastering it through technology.  Thus, adapting to surroundings is more important than changing the surroundings.  

	

	Interpersonal harmony is more important than “working out the problem” by confrontation.  Arguments are disagreements are considered in poor taste.

	


