Accommodate Kim’s conscience: Opposing view
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America was founded on religious freedom and conscience rights.

USA TODAY’s Editorial Board thinks Kentucky Clerk Kim Davis should “do her job” or resign. But Kim Davis is doing her job, and doing it well. She has served in the Clerk’s Office for almost 30 years. She is on pace to generate a $1.5 million surplus, all of which will benefit Rowan County.

This case has never been about getting a same-sex marriage license. There are more than 130 locations to get a license. The Kentucky plaintiffs could have obtained a license weeks ago, but they want to force Kim Davis to violate her central religious belief about marriage.

Kim stated, “To issue a marriage license which conflicts with God’s definition of marriage, with my name affixed to the certificate, would violate my conscience,” adding that this is a “heaven or hell decision. For me it is a decision of obedience.”

Kim Davis is merely asking that her conscience be accommodated. No one disputes the sincerity or depth of her religious belief, nor does anyone dispute that issuing a license with her name affixed to it collides with her conscience. The question is whether she can be accommodated. That answer is easy.

Kim Davis proposed that her name and title be removed from all marriage licenses. To affix her name on the license gives the impression that she authorizes and approves of same-sex marriage. There are many other options available to accommodate people with strong religious convictions. There is no reason to trample her conscience.

America was founded on religious freedom and conscience rights. The Supreme Court did not set aside these fundamental liberties. The court has stated repeatedly that people do not lose their constitutional rights when they become public servants. Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear accommodated his own attorney general when he opted out of defending Kentucky’s marriage law, citing his conscience as the reason. Kim Davis deserves a similar accommodation.

When there are available accommodation options for Kim Davis, as there are here, we should be tolerant enough to respect her request.
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