Flint mayor at odds with Obama over safety of all drinking water
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FLINT, MI - Despite President Barack Obama's belief that filtered Flint water is safe to drink, Mayor Karen Weaver says some tap water is still not safe to drink even with a filter.

Obama on Wednesday said Flint water is safe if it goes through a filter.

Telling reporters it was not a stunt, Obama drank filtered Flint water during a stop at the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan.

Obama said he understands people's fear and concern over the water but said government scientists have assured him the filtered water is safe for anyone over age 6 and not pregnant.

"If you get the filter and use it properly, that water can be consumed," Obama told more than 1,000 people during a televised speech at Flint Northwestern High School, pausing at one point to drink the water again after a cough.

Thursday, Weaver repeated her belief that not all filtered water is safe and said some homes in the city have had lead levels so high that the filters are not working.

Gov. Snyder Drinks Filtered Tap Water From A Home On Flint's East Side. Snyder Says He Will Drink Flint Water For A Month. Gov. Snyder Drinks Filtered Tap Water From A Home On Flint's East Side. Snyder Says He Will Drink Flint Water For A Month. 
"In many places, not all places filters are still not working. That's why we have to keep testing the water. If a home tested extremely high those homes were notified that filters would not work there. That's why there's some confusion."

Here is a look at the coverage from President Barack Obama's visit to Flint on Wednesday, May 4.

Obama is the second high ranking politician to proclaim Flint water safe.

Last month, Gov. Rick Snyder also announced that the water was safe to drink while visiting a Flint area home. In addition, he pledged to drink filtered Flint water for 30 days saying he wanted residents to know the filters were working.

Snyder's spokesman, Ari Adler, said the Governor and Obama were told by water quality experts that filtered water is safe to drink.

"Government and independent water quality experts have told Gov. Snyder and President Obama that the filters the state and federal government are providing protect against lead even at very high levels.," Adler said. "We stand by our message that drinking filtered Flint water is safe, although out of an abundance of caution, we have agreed that very young children and pregnant women should continue to use bottled water for now."
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