Teachers should shed light, not pack heat

The Editorial Board, USA Today Published 6:14 p.m. ET Feb. 27, 2018
Putting guns in classrooms is a recipe for even more tragedy: Our view

As classes resume on Wednesday at Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla, President Trump and the Second Amendment lobby have already done more to advance the cause of gun control than any do-gooder group.

How's that? Well, with their absurd advocacy that teachers be armed, they’ve demonstrated the insanity of the argument that more firepower is the antidote to America’s elevated gun violence and wave of mass shootings.

Few educators have any desire to wield firearms or be responsible for going into combat with heavily armed intruders. Even police officers with years of training still have doubts — and make mistakes — during critical moments at crime scenes. Deciding when to open fire and who to fire at during adrenaline-filled moments is tough business.

The presence of guns in school raises other issues, as well. If stored in highly secure locations, they might not be reachable in a moment of crisis. If not highly secured, they could be accessed by students, with tragic consequences.

A teacher or administrator wielding a firearm raises yet another issue for law enforcement. When a SWAT team arrives onto the scene, officers would be forced to make split-second decisions and could easily mistake the defender for the assailant.

Arming teachers is the logical and untenable conclusion to the "guns anywhere and everywhere" argument. But it is not the only place this line of thinking goes.

If and when there is a mass shooting at a mall, we will hear that shopkeepers should be armed. If there is one at a theme park, it will be up to the ride operators to provide defense. And if there is one in a hotel lobby, then of course it should be up to the concierge or the front desk clerks to return fire.

In the current environment, locking school doors and otherwise hardening the target makes sense. So does posting highly trained and qualified security personnel in and around schools. In certain gun-friendly parts of the country, those personnel could include teacher volunteers. But mandating guns in classrooms is a nonsensical diversion.

The answer to too many people with too many military-grade firearms is not more of the same. The answer is to do everything possible to keep the most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the most dangerous people.
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Arm qualified, willing teachers and staff
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Allowing teachers and school staff the right to carry weapons provides the possibility of a near instant response: Opposing view

Even in the best of circumstances, police responding to a school shooting need time to deploy, arrive on the scene and engage.

In the 1980s, I consulted with the State Department on hostage survival training in terrorist events. A key lesson of that experience was that victims who waited for police or military to save them reduced dramatically their chances for survival.

Those on the inside — the about-to-be victims at risk of losing their lives — are typically the best informed in the first, most critical moments of any attack, including a school shooting.

Arming all teachers and school staff is no solution in situations where teachers and staff feel fully committed to dealing with educational issues.

But in cases where teachers and school staff are predisposed to be comfortable with concealed carry, as could well be the case with military veterans or retired law enforcement who make education their second career, allowing them the right to carry weapons provides the possibility of a near instant response. A would-be school shooter can be neutralized before schoolchildren are senselessly murdered.

Psychologically disturbed adolescents who may be contemplating copy-cat school shootings could be deterred only by hardening the target — a goal that can be accomplished, in part, by allowing those teachers and staff who are qualified and disposed to carry concealed weapons to undergo the training required to do so responsibly.

Hardening school targets by securing entrances and providing visible police presence could go far to protect the children inside. But adding concealed carry among qualified and willing teachers and staff could lend an element of uncertainty that would deter a would-be school shooter.

Our children are our most precious treasures. In this uncertain world where copycat shooters are an unfortunate likelihood, concealed carry adds an element of security we must take as responsible parents and guardians.

Investigative journalist Jerome R. Corsi is author of Killing the Deep State: The Fight to Save President Trump. He heads the Washington bureau of Alex Jones' InfoWars.
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