Unit I Test Essay: Taking a Stand

· You will now be asked to take a stand on the following public policy issue: 
            Should voting in the United States be mandatory?
 Your written response will be scored for both (1) the social studies content and (2) the quality of the writing. 

(1) As part of your MME Social Studies Score you can earn up to 4.0 learning level by adequately meeting the following criteria:

You will be scored on the following criteria. Your response must include: a FIVE PARAGRAPH ESSAY ADDRESSING THE FOLLOWING IN ORDER. A paragraph is defined as a 5-7 sentence minimum.
· A clear and supported statement of your position; you must meet this criteria to receive any additional points;
· Supporting information using a core democratic value of American constitutional democracy (a partial list is provided below);
· Supporting knowledge (it is not enough to state your opinion) from history; geography, civics (other than the core democratic values), or economics;

· Supporting information from the Data Section; and

· A credible argument someone with the opposite point of view could use, and an explanation that reveals the flaw in his or her argument. 

Some Core Democratic Values of American Constitutional Democracy:



Fundamental Beliefs


Life


Liberty


Pursuit of Happiness


Public or Common Good


Justice


Equality


Diversity


Truth


Popular Sovereignty


Patriotism





Constitutional Principles


The Rule of Law


Separation of Powers


Representative Government


Checks and Balances


Individual Rights


Freedom of Religion


Federalism 


Civilian Control of Military








