LESSONS OF THE VIETNAM WAR
Mr. Moran

The Fear and the Dream Video Questions I

1.  What president’s death is depicted at the beginning of the video?  How did people          
      react?  Why did they react that way?

2.  Who became president upon the death of the previously mentioned president?  What  
      major decision was this president responsible for making at the end of WWII?

3.  In 1945, how many Americans needed homes?  Why weren’t they available?  Explain.

4.  Before WWII how many houses were constructed in a year?  At Levittown, New York 

    after the war how many houses were constructed in one day?  How much did these  

    houses sell for?

5.  Why do you think people bought these Levittown homes?  Explain. 

6.  What did the Soviets do in August of 1949 that caused Americans to be fearful for their 

      new dream?

7.  The U.S. government was so fearful of the Soviet bombs that they tested dozens of 

      bombs in the Nevada desert.  Who were the guinea pigs of these experiments?

8.  Once the Soviets exploded their atomic bomb, what did President Truman order 

      scientists to do?  Why?

9.  What was scientist Robert Oppenheimer’s view of the development of the hydrogen 

      bomb?  Why did he feel that way?

10.  How long did it take to make “the super” (the hydrogen bomb)?  How did it compare 

       with the destructive force of the bomb dropped on Hiroshima?  How long after the   

       U.S. tested its H-Bomb did it take the Soviets to explode their own?

11.  What were children taught to do (by Burt the Turtle) in the event of a nuclear attack?

12.  How long did it take Time Square in New York City to be vacated by people during a 

       civil defense drill?

13.  What did Kesinger Jones (The man from Huntington Woods, Michigan) say he and 

       his family would do in the event of a nuclear attack?

14.  According to the video, approximately how much money did the nuclear arms race 

       cost the U.S.?  What does that figure compare to?

15.  What was considered to be public enemy number one in the United States?  Why?

16.  Who was the first woman to be executed in the U.S. for espionage?

17.  How long was Senator Joseph R. McCarthy a self-appointed Commie hunter 
       supreme?  Why did McCarthy say that there were 205 communists in the U.S. state 
       department?  Was it true?

18.  How did McCarthy use the media (press) to his advantage? What eventually what happened to Senator Joseph McCarthy?
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The Fear and the Dream Video Questions II

1.  How did Mickey Spillane’s character, Mike Hammer feel about communists?  What 

     methods did he use to get commies?

2.  What themes made Mickey Spillane a best seller?

3.  What happened on June 25, 1950 in Korea?

4.  How long after WWII did the Korean War begin?  According to Americans, what was 

     the Korean War about?

5.  What were Americans fearful of when the Koreans started making advance on 

      Americans in Korea?

6.  Who was the General who led American forces at the battle of Ichon? What was 

      significant about that battle?

7.  What did the Chinese threaten to do if U.N. forces crossed the 38th parallel?  How did 

     MacArthur react to this threat?

8.  Why did Truman not want a war with China?
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The Fear and the Dream Video Questions II

9.  How many Americans were involved in the Korean War?  What happened on 

     November 25, 1950?  What was significant about this battle in U.S. military history?

10.  How did comic books in the U.S. portray communists?

11.  What was MacArthur’s plan to escalate the war after the retreat?  What did President 

        Truman do about General MacArthur?  Why did Truman do this?

12.  How did the Korean War end?

13.  What was the American home front like during the Korean War?

14.  Why did people like “Ike”, Dwight D. Eisenhower for president?

