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Keeping up with politics is easy now
By Amber Phillips November 23, 2015

Once upon a time, (like before this presidential campaign) candidates would usually pay a political price for saying something outrageously untrue -- like espousing the dispelled rumor there were "thousands" of New Jersey Muslims cheering the day the World Trade Center towers fell.

Today, it seems that not only is playing fast and very loose with the facts not that big of a deal, but it could actually benefit a specific candidate who's popular among a specific set of the electorate.

Take Donald Trump, who said that New Jersey thing Saturday at a rally and repeated it on TV Sunday. He's one of this campaign's biggest fibbers (though not the only), earning more maximum-level four-Pinocchio ratings from  the The Washington Post Fact Checker team than any other candidate so far.

And yet Trump's leading the GOP race for the fourth consecutive month, according to a new Washington Post/ABC News poll.

Here are some theories on how we got to this point where facts don't matter -- and what it could mean for democracy:

1. Voters don't trust the government: Just 19 percent of Americans say they feel they can trust their government some or all of the time, according to a new Pew Research Center survey. And conservative Republicans are traditionally more skeptical of government than the rest of America. In a September Washington Post-ABC News poll, 75 percent of Republicans said “most people in politics” can’t be trusted. Enter anti-establishment candidates like Trump, who spin themselves as tellers of truths no one else will dare to say.

2. Voters don't trust the media: Nearly two-thirds of Americans think the national news media has a negative effect on the country, according to Pew. So when The Washington Post Fact Checker says Trump just delivered a "whopper" of an untruth, many of his supporters are skeptical, to say the least.

3. Republicans are more cynical than Democrats right now: About government, about trust in politicians, about how often their side wins. That could be in part because a Democrat is in the White House, and numbers compiled by Pew suggest that the party outside the White House is less trusting of government.

4. There are parallels between the angriest voters and GOP primary voters: These more politically active Republican voters could be lifting up anti-establishment candidates in spite of, or sometimes because of, the fire the media and establishment direct at those perceived as outsiders.

All these falsehoods are bad for democracy
It undermines the media, and Fix Boss Chris Cillizza writes that undermining the media undermines the facts themselves. This is the future he worries we might be headed toward ifthere is no agreed-upon neutral arbiter of fact:

"Campaigns and candidates, seeing the success Trump has had, will imitate his cavalier attitude toward an established and agreed-upon set of facts. And, before long, the media will be helpless to fight for facts because the efforts to discredit what we do have been so sustained and successful."

The state of the race after Paris
Now, to the horserace. Paris has refocused the 2016 debate away from economic issues and onto foreign policy and terrorism. A new Washington Post/ABC News poll taken in the days after the attacks helps us understand who could benefit from that -- and who likely won't.
http://link.washingtonpost.com/view/560a996ce9328b7855b6d41c3bvzq.9uc/f080bb48
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