TRUMAN’S DECISION & THE FIVE P’S OF FOREIGN POLICY 
INTRODUCTION 
This role-play should be used with reference to the first critical decision confronting U.S.  Leaders in this chapter/unit – whether to support Ho Chi Minh’s appeal for U.S. moral support for Vietnamese independence or France’s appeal for U.S. military assistance to regain control of its former colony. The time is around 1946.

OBJECTIVES

1. To enable students to think systematically about U.S. national interest.

2. To enable students to conceptualize such interest in terms of alternative foreign policy choices and their potential consequences.

3. To promote a clearer understanding of the interests and concerns of the principle actors at this stage in Vietnamese history – France and the Vietminh.

4. To establish an historical base for understanding Vietnamese perception of the U.S. in later years.

POWER

Nations often go to war to increase their power or to prevent their enemies from increasing their power. Some nations do this by attacking weaker neighbors; others form alliances with other nations to build their strength.

PRESTIGE

The desire to defend or advance a nation’s prestige – that is, a nation’s standing in the eyes of the world – is a second factor that may lead to war.

PRINCIPLES

Sometimes nations go to war to enforce cherished principles, such as ensuring human rights or the rights of vessels at sea.

PROFIT

Nations go to war for profit, that is, to advance their economic interests by protecting investments, securing raw materials, or gaining new markets for their exports.

PROTECTION

When a nation is attacked or invaded by another nation, it usually will fight to protect its people and territory.

