5 reasons North Korea is a 'rogue regime'
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TOKYO — North Korea is often described as a “rogue regime” because it refuses to abide by international law  when it comes to treatment of its own people and relations with the rest of the world. Here are five reasons why:

1. Totalitarian rule
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has been run as a family dictatorship since it was founded in 1948. Kim Il Sung held sole power until his death in 1994. His son, Kim Jong Il, ran the place until he died in 2011. Grandson Kim Jong Un, who turns 33 on Friday, now follows in the family footsteps. The country is kept isolated from the outside world, and anyone, including top government officials, can be executed if Kim Jong Un gives the word.

2. State-sponsored kidnapping 
North Korea has admitted to kidnapping 13 Japanese citizens to help train spies, though the total number may be in the hundreds and may include kidnappings in other countries. Megumi Yokota was 13 when she was snatched off the street on her way home from school in western Japan by North Korean agents in 1977. The North claims she is dead, but her parents still wage a high-profile campaign for her return.

3. U.N. sanctions
North Korea has operated under a host of United Nations sanctions since 1993 because of its illicit weapons programs and other violations of international norms. The sanctions include embargoes on weapons imports and exports, frozen funds and bank transfers, restrictions on travel for North Korean diplomats and a ban on imports of luxury goods. Nonetheless, the country continues to develop nuclear weapons and engage in other hostile behavior banned by the international community. This includes exporting missile technology and its suspected cyberattack against Sony Pictures in 2014 over a comedy about assassinating Kim Jong Un.



4. State-sponsored drug trafficking
Beginning in the 1970s, many North Korean citizens, including diplomats, have been arrested overseas while trafficking in narcotics, including two in Turkey in December 2004. Police investigations in Taiwan and Japan have linked North Korean agents to large shipments of heroin and methamphetamines.

5. Economic failure
North Korea ranks 208th in the world in gross domestic product, or less than $2,000 per person, just behind Haiti and just ahead of Rwanda, according to the CIA World Factbook.
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