Kentucky Clerk Freed From Jail
By Andrew Wolfson The (Louisville) Courier-Journal Lansing State Journal  September 9, 2015
Ending a constitutional standoff, at least for now, a federal judge Tuesday ordered Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis released from jail — on the condition she doesn’t interfere with her deputies issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples.
U.S. District Court Judge David Bunning, who jailed Davis for contempt of court Thursday, issued a two-page order requiring the U.S. Marshals Service to release her on the condition that she shall not “interfere in any way, directly or indirectly, with the efforts of her deputy clerks to issue marriage licenses to all legally eligible couples.”
If she does, Bunning said, “appropriate sanctions” will be considered. He ordered court-appointed lawyers for the deputies to report every 14 days on their compliance.
Davis thanked supporters Tuesday at a rally after her release from jail.
With Survivor’s Eye of the Tiger
playing in the background, Davis was flanked by Republican presidential candidate Mike Huckabee, her husband, Joe, and other supporters outside the Carter County Detention Center, where about 1,000 people gathered. “He is here, he’s worthy,” Davis said referring to God, in an affirmation of her faith and her refusal to issue marriage licenses in the wake of the Supreme Court’s same-sex marriage decision.
Bunning said a report by l awyers for the four couples who sued Davis said that five of the six deputies — all but Davis’ son — are issuing licenses as promisedunder oath.
“The court is therefore satisfied that the Rowan County Clerk’s Office is fulfilling its obligation to issue marriage licenses to all legally eligible couples, consistent with the U.S. Supreme Court’s holding inObergefell and this court’s Aug. 12, 2015, order,” Bunning said. “For these reasons, the court’s prior contempt sanction against defendant Davis is hereby lifted.”
The American Civil Liberties Union, which represents four couples who sued her, said itsgoal has been achieved.
“This case was brought to ensure that all residents of Rowan County, gay and straight, could obtain marriage licenses,” William Sharp, legal director for the ACLU of Kentucky, said. Davis’lawyers at Liberty Counsel declined to say whether she would comply with Bunning’s order.
Roger Gannam, one of her lawyers, said she will still seek an accommodation from Gov. Steve Beshear and the courts to protect her religious liberty, and Mathew Staver, founder and chairman of the Orlando-based Christian legal ministry, said it would continue to pursue the multiple appeals she has filed.
Dan Canon, one of the lawyers for the plaintiffs, said, “The goal was to get Ms. Davis to issue licenses, and to stop imposing her religious beliefs on the citizens she was elected to serve.”
Davis is one of three county clerks who, citing their religious beliefs, have refused to issue licenses to all couples to avoid issuing them to gays and lesbians.
“We are hopeful that Ms. Davis will comply with the court’s orders and let her deputies continue to do their jobs.”
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