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Government

Mr. Moran

Directions: Read carefully each of the cases below. For each case there are three possible solutions presented. Circle the letter of the choice that you feel is the best solution for the problem. Then write a brief essay (5-7 sentence paragraph) explaining your decision on the back of this sheet. If you choose to use separate paper for your essay, staple this sheet to it.
CASE STUDY #1 – THE POWER TO MAKE LAWS: Congress will soon vote on a bill, or proposed law, that would make it a crime for anyone to “write, print, utter, or publish any false, scandalous, or malicious” statements about the President. The bill, however, does not mention the Vice-President. You are a Congressman and must decide how to vote on this bill. Will you: 
A. Vote for the bill.

B. Vote for the bill if the Vice-President is also included. 

C. Vote against the bill. 

CASE STUDY # 2 – THE POWER TO DECLARE WAR: Two months ago, the U.S. battleship MAINE exploded while anchored in the harbor of Havana, Cuba. Two hundred and sixty Americans sailors died. No one knows who or what caused the explosion, but some officials claim that a bomb was planted on the ship. 


Cuban rebels have been fighting for years to free their nation from Spanish rule. Spain has begun to move Cuban peasants into concentration camps. Most Americans sympathize with the Cubans and blame Spain for the MAINE tragedy. 


There are several reasons to avoid war. The U.S. buys most of its sugar from Cuba. A war will cut off this supply and raise sugar prices. Also, many Americans own businesses in Cuba which will be conflicted in a war. Finally, a war will result in death or serious injury for countless Americans. You are a Congressman and must decide how you will vote on the issue. Will you: 

A. Vote to delay the decisions until the Cuban situation grows worse.

B. Vote not to declare war. 

C. Vote to declare war. 

CASE STUDY # 3 – THE SENATE POWER TO APPROVE TREATIES: The Senate will soon vote on a treaty that calls for the U.S. to join a world organization that will work to maintain world peace. Member nations are required to protect one another in case of attack. Some Senators are afraid that this requirement will lead the nation into foreign wars. Other Senators argue that the U.S. cannot remain isolated, but must become involved in world affairs. You are a U.S. Senator and must decide how you will vote on this treaty. Will you: 

A. Vote to approve the treaty.

B. Vote to approve the treaty if member nations are not required to protect one another. 

C. Vote to reject the treaty.

