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Presidential Decisions Essays                            

Government

Mr. Moran

Directions: Read carefully each of the cases below. For each case there are three possible solutions presented. Circle the letter of the choice that you feel is the best solution for the problem. Then write a brief essay (5-7 sentence paragraphs) explaining your decision on the back of this sheet. If you choose to use separate paper for your essay, staple this sheet to it.
CASE STUDY #1 – THE POWER TO SIGN OR VETO BILLS: Congress recently passed a bill that will provide federal jobs for men between the ages of 18 and 25. They will be sent to work camps in rural areas, under the supervision of army officers, to plant trees, fight forest fires and build dams and roads. In return, they will earn $30 a month plus food, clothing and shelter. Some law makers believe that this program will lower the crime rate by providing employment for the nation’s youth. Others argue that the federal government should not create jobs for the unemployed at taxpayer’s expense. You are the President and must decide whether to sign or veto the bill. Will you: 

A. Sign the bill.

B. Veto the bill.

C. Wait 10 days and allow the bill to become a law without your signature. 
CASE STUDY # 2 – THE POWER TO MAKE TREATIES: A foreign country has offered to sell the United States 827,000 square miles of land for $15 million. The land is adjacent or next to, the U.S. and will cost about 2 cents per acre. The size of the U.S. will double. The land is an unexplored wilderness area. No one knows what the U.S. would be buying for its money. The Constitution does not give the federal government the power to buy land from another country. Some experts claim that the purchase would be “unconstitutional”, or not legal according to the Constitution. Others believe the purchase is too good to pass up. You are the President and must decide whether or not make a treaty to purchase the land. Will you:

A. Sign the treaty to purchase the land.

B. Explore the territory first before making the treaty to purchase the land.

C. Refuse to sign the treaty to purchase the land. 
CASE STUDY # 3 – 
THE POWER TO SERVE AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF: A small democratic nation in Asia has been attacked by Communist forces. The country is an ally, or friend, of the United States. Few American troops are stationed there, but the country does receive considerable U.S. economic aid. You are the President. As Commander in Chief, you have the power to take emergency action. You must decide how to respond to the crisis. Will you:

A. Warn the invading nation to pull out or the U.S. will take military action.

B. Ask the United Nations to take military action to defend the Asian nation.

C. Declare war on the invading nation. 
