Judge: Halt same-sex marriages
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Alabama’s probate judges should not issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples, the chief justice of the Alabama Supreme Court said in an order issued Wednesday, calling the stance a “ministerial duty.”
Alabama’s Marriage Protection Act, which bars such unions, remains “in full force and effect” despite a U.S. Supreme Court decision in June that struck down similar laws banning same-sex marriage in Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee, Chief Justice Roy Moore said.
“Until further decision by the Alabama Supreme Court, the existing orders of the Alabama Supreme Court that Alabama probate judges have a ministerial duty not to issue any marriage license contrary to the Alabama Sanctity of Marriage Amendment or the Alabama Marriage Protection Act remain in full force and effect,” Moore wrote in the order.
He contends that Alabama is faced with conflicting rulings between an earlier decision of Alabama’s Supreme Court and the Supreme Court’s decision inObergefell v. Hodges. Until the Alabama high court acts to resolve the conflict, its earlier decision stands, Moore wrote.
The Alabama chief justice’s order brought condemnation from groups supporting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights. In a statement, Senior Staff Attorney Scott Mc-Coy of the Southern Poverty Law Center said the order was “a dead letter.”
“In no way does his administrative order supersede Judge (Ginny) Granade’s federal injunction prohibiting probate judges from enforcing discriminatory Alabama marriage laws,” McCoy said.
“This is Moore yet again confusing his role as chief justice with his personal anti-LGBT agenda,” McCoy said.
Moore first made national news in 2003 during his first term on the Alabama Supreme Court when he refused to remove a monument featuring the Ten Commandments from the Alabama Judicial Building despite an order from a federal judge.
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