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Notes about Government, Politics and Platforms

What is Government?
Government is the ruling authority for a community that creates public policy

Public Policy is a course of government action to achieve Community goals

What is Politics?

Politics are… the way we choose our leaders and the decisions those leaders make

 
We have a two-party system, 

   

 BUT REMEMBER WHAT IS STRANGE ABOUT THAT?
THERE IS NOT ONE WORD ABOUT POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE US CONSTITUTION, YET THEY HAVE A MAJOR IMPACT ON HOW GOVERNMENT WORKS!!!!!

“Let me warn you, in the most solemn manner, against the baneful affects of the spirit of Party…”
- George Washington

After the departure of George Washington, the nation quickly divided into political parties based on values or ideology

A political party is defined as an organization seeking to gain political power and influence 

Political Parties generally associate with certain values and ideologies

Democrats are generally liberal 

Republicans are generally conservative

Both Parties develop platforms to inform the voters of their views on various issues 
Both Parties have similar goals, but their way of achieving them is different
Political parties perform all of the following tasks:

Run campaigns, Coordinate policy making & Help voters decide on a candidate.

BUT CAN’T Force politicians into one way of thinking

Party Platforms
The purpose of a platform is to define where a party stands on certain key issues

A platform is divided into planks that represent the specific key issues the party wants to address

While the two major parties differ on many issues, they share some similar views on some,

 For example the Democratic Creed




Dignity and worth of each individual

 
Respect for equality of all persons

 
Majority rule and minority rights

 
Acceptance of necessity of compromise

Widest freedom for the individual
