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‘o Tribude to veterans, A
“The Parade That Never Was. ™ is being held

in Kalamazoo this afternoon as a belated tri-
bute to American’s Vietnam veterans, a d
after the last of them returned home.

Between 4,000 and 5,000 residents of S
western Michigan were expected to attend the
parade, which honors all veterans while sin-
ghngmmﬂw!oughtinmheastm

_ organizer Thomas Emig said.

“Everyone has been helpful. and il.shodld be

a very special, touching tribute,” said Emig,

himself a Vietnam veteran.
“‘We've been getting calls from Iowa, Dlinais.
Cleveland,” Plitshurgh, New York Gy, and

“Parade That Never Was’ "" today 9

been lﬂﬂﬂm in several cmes The re-
ma-|mmg "js'm’--’aﬂim-aganmdmepa.
rade along with Jerry DeRyke, president of the
Kalamazoo of the Vietnam Veterans of
America. Units that have promised to partich
pate include VVA chapters from I
Reserve medics, members of the US. Amya
101st Airborme Division and the Army's
apolis-based 74th Marching Band. Indian
Wesrnrzconsim_m:u.ne.,“h.u,em‘..l3 :

A}e‘lﬂyommdasquadmnufm; belicop
ters from Holland were to signal the start of the
parade. Veterans ang spectators have been in-

“ﬁﬂdtonrmf'arkanmtdmhearm

bands and speakers.
'ﬂ!paladl!rslnh&nﬂ'al!pm from the

_ Upjohn Co. parkirig lot at the corner of Portage

and Lovell streets, then proceed west on Lovell
mParkStmet.mrnmthtohhdliganAvemfe
then east to Portage Streel. i

megsaﬁdthereweremanvfactorsinlheen-
thusiastic respense to the parade, “but most of
all, I think it was just something that everyone
" had inside them for the last 10 years ... not hon-
oring our Vietnam vets.™

 The Associated Press coutributed tothis -

report.




