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Crushing poverty, rampant drug addiction, underemployment, unaffordable health care, staggering wealth disparity, declining life expectancy — that’s just a partial list of the issues weighing down millions of people right here in the wealthiest nation on the planet. 

Why is that happening? Why does it persist, across so much of our country and across generations? And what should we be doing to make opportunity more plentiful, and more accessible? Especially in rural America, which is increasingly isolated from the rest of the nation. 

These are the questions at the heart of a new book by Pulitzer Prize-winning husband-and-wife team Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. “Tightrope: Americans Reaching for Hope,” says the American working class is in crisis due to half-a-century of what can only be described as malign neglect. 

 “I do think that the basic problem, whether in urban African American communities or in rural areas, is that jobs went away and we as Americans under-invested in human capital,” says Kristof.

_______Write 25 MITS from the podcast “Tightrope: Americans Reaching for Hope,”                               

An MIT or Most Important Thing is a summary point or note that the student believes is crucial to their understanding of the topic.                                                                                 These should be written on a separate sheet(s) of lined paper.                                        Make sure your MITs are numbered

_______1. Write a learning statement paragraph {7-10 sentence minimum} about how the podcast has the

   
     expanded your knowledge of the crisis of the working class in America. 

      Be specific and explain yourself fully.

_______2. Write a paragraph statement {7-10 sentence minimum} on how you think this podcast relates 

    to the Nation’s domestic and economic policy and what you think should be done about this if                                                       

       anything. Be specific and explain yourself fully.

_______3. Write a Review paragraph statement {7-10 sentence minimum} about what you 

   thought about the podcast and why. Be specific and explain yourself fully.

