UNIT 3:  The Three Branches of Government
Learning Goals
How is the legislative branch set up and how does it work in our system of representative government?
Legislative Branch HO & WS

Chapter 6 MITs & Reflection-- if needed
US Congress Venn Diagram

Legislative branch notes sheet

Our Busy Representatives HO

A Day in the Life of a Representative

Congressional Decisions Essays- Unit III summative essay
House of Representatives Legislative Simulation & Rubric—if time permits
US House of Representatives roll call votes & Rubric—if time permits
Quiz #6 (legislative branch) -- if needed
Textbook Correlation Section Titles


Chapter 6: Congress

Section 1: How Congress Is Organized

Section 2: The Powers of Congress

Section 3: Representing the People

Section 4: How a Bill Becomes a Law

How is the executive branch set up and how does it work in our system of government?

Textbook Correlation Section Titles


Chapter 7: The President and the Executive Branch

Section 1: The President and Vice President

Section 2: The President’s Job

Section 3: Making Foreign Policy

Section 4: Presidential Advisers and Executive Agencies

Chapter 7 MITs & Reflection-- if needed

Prez. Stuff HO

Presidential Perks HO/ Presidential Roles HO

Presidential roles spider WS

Is the job of President too big for one person WS

Presidential Roles Current Events Project

Executive Branch HO & WS

Presidential Decisions Essays- Unit III summative essay
Cabinet project activity—Moran keeps this
How is the judicial branch set up and how does it work in our system of government?

Textbook Correlation Section Titles: no textbook titles utilized
Judicial Branch HO & WS

School Segregation Statistics through Time HO

Remember the Titans HO

Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971)

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)

Time for Justice VQ’S  

Judicial Decisions essays- Unit III summative essay—if time permits
UNIT 3:  The Three Branches of Government
State Standards

3.1.1 Analyze the purposes, organization, functions, and processes of the legislative branch as enumerated in Article I of the Constitution.

3.1.2 Analyze the purposes, organization, functions, and processes of the executive branch as enumerated in Article II of the Constitution.

3.1.3 Analyze the purposes, organization, functions, and processes of the judicial branch as enumerated in

Article III of the Constitution.

3.2.1 Explain how the principles of enumerated powers, federalism, separation of powers, bicameralism, checks and balances, republicanism, rule of law, individual rights, inalienable rights, separation of church and state, and popular sovereignty serve to limit the power of government.

3.4.1 Explain why the rule of law has a central place in American society (e.g., Supreme Court cases like

Marbury v. Madison and U.S. v. Nixon; practices such as submitting bills to legal counsel to ensure

congressional compliance with the law). 
3.4.2 Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury). 
3.4.4 Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of

individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling

government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.5.3 Identify and explain the roles of various associations and groups in American politics (e.g., political

organizations, political action committees, interest groups, voluntary and civic associations, professional

organizations, unions, and religious groups).

3.5.9 In making a decision on a public issue, analyze various forms of political communication (e.g., political cartoons, campaign advertisements, political speeches, and blogs) using criteria like logical validity, factual accuracy and/or omission, emotional appeal, distorted evidence, and appeals to bias or prejudice.

5.4.3 Explain why meeting personal and civic responsibilities is important to the preservation and

improvement of American constitutional democracy.
5.5.1 Describe dispositions people think lead citizens to become independent members of society (e.g.,

self-discipline, self-governance, and a sense of individual responsibility) and thought to foster respect for

individual worth and human dignity (e.g., respect for individual rights and choice, and concern for the

well-being of others).
6.1.1 Identify and research various viewpoints on significant public policy issues.

6.1.2 Locate, analyze, and use various forms of evidence, information, and sources about a significant public policy issue, including primary and secondary sources, legal documents (e.g., Constitutions, court

decisions, state law), non-text based information (e.g., maps, charts, tables, graphs, and cartoons), and

other forms of political communication (e.g., oral political cartoons, campaign advertisements, political

speeches, and blogs).

6.1.5 Make a persuasive, reasoned argument on a public issue and support using evidence

(e.g., historical and contemporary examples), constitutional principles, and fundamental values of

American constitutional democracy; explain the stance or position.

UNIT 3:  The Three Branches of Government
Concepts/Ideas for Legislative Branch
Article I US constitution

Bicameral

Function of Legislative Branch

Main Body of Legislative Branch

Representative Government

Rule of Representative Trustee

Rule of Representative-debate
Structure of Congress

Terms of Office U.S. Congress

U.S. Congressional Delegation from Michigan

Comparison and Contrast U.S. House and Senate

Speaker of the House

President of the Senate
Majority Party

Minority Party

District

Gerrymander

Constituent

Casework

Pork-Barrel Project

Congressional Committee

Congressional Staff

Seniority

How a Bill Becomes Law
Debate

Roll Call Vote
Impeach/Impeachment
Filibuster

Lobbyist

Special-Interest Group

Concepts/Ideas for Executive Branch

Article II US constitution

Electoral College
Presidential Terms of Office

Removal from office

Presidential Succession
Qualifications for President

Function of Executive Branch
President & Vice president

Cabinet

Veto

Presidential Perks
Chief Legislator

Chief Executive

Chief Diplomat

Commander-In-Chief

Chief of State

Party Leader

Department of State
Department of Treasury
Department of Defense
Concepts/Ideas for Executive Branch continued

Department of Justice
Department of Interior

Department of Agriculture
Department of Commerce

Department of Labor
Department of Health and Human Services
Department of Housing and Urban Development

Department of Transportation

Department of Energy

Department of Education
Department of Veterans Affairs
Department of Homeland Security

Concepts/Ideas for Judicial Branch

Article III US constitution

Judicial Branch

US Supreme Court

US Court of Appeals

US District Court

9 Supreme Court Justices? Significance

Chief Justice

Qualifications for Supreme Court

Presidential Appointment

Life on good behavior

Impeachment

Judicial Review

Review & Reverse

Unconstitutional

Constitutional

