Lessons of the Vietnam War

1. 1949 The NATO Alliance is formed/1955 Warsaw Pact formed {Cold War}                                                     
2. 1950 U.S. Sen. Joseph McCarthy/McCarthyism  {Cold War}                                                     
3. 1950-1953 Korean War     {Cold War}                                                   

4. 1952 U.S. explodes hydrogen bomb 1953 Soviet Union explodes hydrogen bomb {Cold War}
5. 1953 U.S. executes Ethel and Julius Rosenberg for espionage {Cold War}
6.  1957 Soviet launches Sputnik/1958 U.S. launches Explorer 1  {Cold War}                                                 
7.  1959 Communists and Castro take over Cuba & 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion fails in Cuba {Cold War}
8.  1960 U-2 spy plane incident and Powers-Abel spy exchange {Cold War}
9. 1961 Berlin Wall constructed  {Cold War}       
10. 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis     {Cold War}     
10.  1948 HUAC takes Alger Hiss case/Hollywood Ten case {Cold War}

12.  1948 Berlin blockade & Berlin airlift {Cold War}
Optional topic {Cold War} ____________________________________________________________  
Optional topic {Cold War} ____________________________________________________________  

1.  Operation Ranch Hand & Agent Orange – Jan 1962      {American Involvement}     
2.  Plan 34-A & Gulf of Tonkin Incident & Tonkin Gulf Resolution 1964 {American Involvement}                              
3. Operation Flaming Dart & Operation Rolling Thunder March 1965    {American Involvement}                           
4. TET Offensive 1968
{American Involvement}                           
5.  Operation Scotland/ Operation Niagara / Battle of Khe Sanh / Operation Pegasus 1968 
                      {American Involvement}                                                                                                                          
6. The Hue Massacre 1968 & The My Lai Massacre 1968  {American Involvement}                           
7.  Hamburger Hill May 1969{American Involvement}
8.   Battle of Fire Support Base Ripcord, March 12 - July 23, 1970. {American Involvement}                                                  
9. Tools of War-- Vietnam Experience and Air War & Use of Helicopters in Vietnam— The Vietnam War (Vols 3,4,&7)  {American Involvement}  —see Moran on this topic                                                 
10.  Our Enemies—VC & NVA{American Involvement}  
11.  The Ho Chi Minh Trail {American Involvement}  
Optional topic{American Involvement} ____________________________________________________        
Optional topic{American Involvement} ____________________________________________________                      
1. Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)  & Weathermen    {Home Front} 
2. Jane Fonda  (Be sure to address this person’s views on the Vietnam War for this topic) {Home Front}                           
3. Muhammed Ali (Cassius Clay) (Be sure to address this person’s views on the Vietnam War for this topic)

                        {Home Front}    
4. Vietnam Veterans against the War (VVAW), Winter Soldier Investigation & Dewey Canyon III
                      {Home Front}    
5. Kent State May 1970    {Home Front}    
6. New York City Hard Hat Rally May 8, 1970 {Home Front}    
7. Catonsville nine {Home Front}    
8.  Martin Luther King Jr. (Be sure to address this person’s views on the Vietnam War for this topic)

       {Home Front}    

9.  The Draft, draft evasion & draft dodgers {Home Front} see Moran on this topic                                                 
10.  Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers {Home Front}
Optional topic {Home Front}    __________________________________________________________                          
Optional topic {Home Front}    __________________________________________________________                          
26. Fall of Saigon 1973-75 {Aftermath}    
27. POW’s & MIA’s  {Aftermath}    
28. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Three Servicemen Statue, Vietnam Women’s Memorial

      Black Gash of Shame & The Wall that Heals {Aftermath}    
29. Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSD) {Aftermath}    
30. Interview a Vietnam Veteran ________________________________________________________                           
31. The Politics of the Vietnam War—Senator Max Cleland, John Kerry—election of 2000, 

George W. Bush—election of 2000, the Swiftboat Veterans for Truth {Aftermath}    
Optional topic {Aftermath}    _____________________________________________________________     
Optional topic {Aftermath}    _____________________________________________________________                           
Women’s Perspectives on the Vietnam War--Chapter 9{American Involvement} —see Moran on this                                                  

